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IN THIS ISSUE OF TPS 





. .- fourteen messages of John XXIII in full... 
highlights from fifteen other papal letters and 


addresses ... 


® Ecumenical Council 


The four stages required for the Second 
Vatican Council are explained by the 
Holy Father in Light on the Ecumenical 
Council. Page 231. 


@ Preaching 
In his talk On Preaching Pope John 


discusses three aims of the good sermon: 


enlightenment, consolation, correction. 
Page 244. 


@® Teaching Adolescents 


The nobility of the high school teacher’s 
work entails certain obligations, the 
Holy Father advises in Mission of the 
High School Teacher. Page 256. 


@ Biblical Research 


In his address On Biblical Studies, the 
Pontiff speaks of the need for scientific 
study of the Bible coupled with respect 
for the magisterium of the Church. Page 


269. 


@ The Grey Nuns 


The foundress of the Grey Nuns is the 
subject of the message Blessed Mar- 
guerite d’Youville. Page 278. 


@ Feeding the Hungry 


The undernourished multitudes of the 
world await a gesture of mercy from 
their more fortunate fellow men, de- 
clares Pope John in The “Campaign 
Against Hunger”. Page 280. 


@ The New Africa 


In his message To the Catholics of 
Africa the Holy Father speaks of a Pen- 
tecostal wind blowing across Africa 
again. Page 291. 


@ The Meaning of Work 


Work should be viewed as collaboration 
with the Creator, Pope John advises in 
The Dignity of Work. Page 297. 


@ The Good Earth 


The primacy of the spiritual does not 
negate the value of the material, explains 
the Holy Father in The Christian Farm- 
er. Page 302. 


@ also in this issue... 


are letters and addresses on the high 
school student, the sports writer, the 
Congo, Latin America, and other topics 
of interest. 
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NEWS 
and NOTES 


THE SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL 
moved a step closer when Pope John 
announced the formation of “prepara- 
tory” commissions to succeed the first- 
stage “antepreparatory” commission. 
The announcement, issued in the form 
of a “Motu proprio,” listed ten commis- 
sions, two secretariats, and a central co- 
ordinating commission. (See page 240.) 

In an allocution on Pentecost Sunday, 
the Holy Father explained that the coun- 
cil, from its inception to its conclusion, 
would consist of four stages. (See page 
231.) The first, or “antepreparatory” 
stage, an inquiry into possible topics for 
the council, began on Pentecost Sunday, 
1959, one year before the announcement 
of the preparatory commissions. The 
second stage will consist of the work 
of the preparatory commissions. The 
third stage will be the actual meet- 
ings of the council participants, and the 
final stage will consist of the promulga- 
tion of the council’s decisions. : 

The Pope himself will make all major 
appointments to the preparatory com- 
missions and secretariats, and will pre- 
side over the central commission, either 
personally or through his legate. Since 
the issue of the “Motu proprio” many of 
the members and consultors for each 
commission have been named. 

Each commission will handle a sep- 
arate category of topics to be considered 
by the bishops of the world when they 
meet in the third stage. Subcommissions 
may be formed from time to time as the 


preparatory work progresses. 

Of great interest was the formation of 
a secretariat to deal with questions of 
Christian unity. There is now no doubt 
that Christian unity will be an impor- 
tant topic in the Second Vatican Coun- 
cil, especially in view of the prominence 
given to it in the “Motu proprio.” In 
the first paragraph the Pope said that 
the council raised a new hope that sep- 
arated Christians would “hear the voice 
of the Divine Shepherd and come to the 
one Church of Christ.” 

In his Pentecost talk Pope John again 
voiced his hope for reunion of the Cath- 
olic and Orthodox churches, saying it 
would be “one of the most precious 
fruits” of the council if it should occur. 

He urged all Catholics to do some- 
thing for the success of the council. One 
thing that they can do, he suggested, 
is to follow the developments of the 
council closely, examining the doctrinal 
principles involved and the religious, 
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cultural, and historical background. He 
also urged that a “supernatural spirit” 
be fostered in clergy and laity. 

No time has been set for the actual 
convening of the council. Speaking ex- 
temporaneously on a recent occasion, 
the Holy Father said that the Second 
Vatican Council would be convoked per- 
haps within a year or two. However, 
Vatican officials later explained that the 
Pope’s remark was not intended to set 
a specific time limit for the convening 
of the council. 


* 


OLYMPIC ATHLETES were addressed 
by Pope John in a colorful ceremony in 
St. Peter’s square on August 4th. His 
ten-minute discourse in Latin was im- 
mediately translated into fifteen lan- 
guages for the four thousand athletes 
gathered from all over the world. It was 
the first papal audience ever held for 
participants in the Olympic games and 
was televised to all of Europe, including 
most Iron Curtain countries. 

The Pontiff told the athletes to “give 
everyone an example of healthy compe- 
tition, free from envy or jealousy,” and 
praised the good that sports can do for 
both body and soul. 

Although he did not attend any of the 
Olympic games, the Holy Father 
watched some of the rowing events on 
Lake Albano, which is overlooked by the 
papal villa at Castelgandolfo. (For an- 
other indication of Pope John’s intérest 
in sports see his talk to sports writers on 
page 276 of this issue.) 


* 


THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH was 
the subject of two messages recently is- 
sued by the Holy Father. One concerned 
devotion to the Precious Blood and the 
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other announced reforms of the breviary 
and missal. 

Increased devotion to the Precious 
Blood was urged in the apostolic letter, 
“Inde a primis,” (page 250) issued a 
few days after Pope John had approved 
a new litany to the Precious Blood. A 
week after the apostolic letter he ex- 
plained that he had issued it to counter- 
act a current tendency toward multipli- 
cation of devotions unauthorized by the 
Church. He did not specify what devo- 
tions he was referring to. In his apos- 
tolic letter on the Precious Blood he 
urged that devotion to the Precious 
Blood be linked to devotion to the Holy 
Name and Sacred Heart. 

In a “Motu proprio” entitled “Rubri- 
carum instructum” and dated July 25, 
1960, the Holy Father announced a 
forthcoming reform of the missal and 
breviary to go into effect on January 1, 
1961. The document did not give full 
details about the changes but it did say 
that a major change in the Roman Bre- 
viary will be a shortening of the Divine 
Office—at the request of the world’s 
bishops, Pope John said, because priests 
today are “weighed down more each day 
by pastoral concerns.” Full details were 
scheduled to be released at a later date 
by the Sacred Congregation of Rites. 

The Pope noted that over the centuries 
the rubrics have expanded “because of 
numerous corrections, variations, and 
additions . . . not always with systematic 
order and therefore not without damage 
to primitive simplicity and clarity.” The 
reforms of the missal and breviary will 
be the first complete revisions of these 
two liturgical books in almost 400 years. 


* 


SUMMER saw the Pope at Castelgan- 
dolfo for the second time in his reign. 














News Anp NOTES 


However, his stay there was not all rest 
for the Holy Father. He granted two 
public audiences weekly and of course 
continued his vital role in the adminis- 
tration of the Church. Church leaders 
called on him there as usual for their 
regularly scheduled conferences. 


* 


TWO NEW SAINTS were canonized in 
less than a month by Pope John XXIII. 
One was a former bishop of his native 
see, St. Gregory Barbarigo, and the 
other was a 17th century Spanish noble- 
man and prelate, St. John de Ribera. 

St. Gregory, who died in 1697, was 
noted for his charitable works and his 
efforts to reunite separated Christians 
with the Church. Pope John again broke 
with a tradition by having his canoni- 
zation ceremony take place in the basil- 
ica of St. John Lateran, the first time in 
more than two centuries that such cere- 
monies were not held in St. Peter’s. (See 
page 251.) 

St. John de Ribera, son of the Spanish 
Duke of Alcala, died in 1611. Pope 
John, in an address after his canoniza- 
tion, told of St. John’s success in pre- 
serving the faith of his people during the 
time of the Reformation, and urged him 
as an example for Christians today. ° 

Other saints were the subjects of mes- 
sages by the Pontiff. In a letter com- 
memorating the tercentenary of St. Vin- 
cent de Paul and his helper, St. Louise 
de Marillac, he recalled his own special 
devotion to them, acquired when he was 
Apostolic Nuncio in Paris. (See page 
254. ) 

His Holiness told pilgrims from Peru 
that he hopes Blessed Martin de Porres 
will soon be proclaimed a saint. He is 
a 17th century Negro Brother of the 
Dominican Order. 


227 


AFRICA and her newly independent 
nations have received special attention 
from the Pontiff in recent months. Mes- 
sages, broadcasts, audiences, appoint- 
ments to the hierarchy, all have shown 
his profound concern for that continent. 

In a half-hour radio message broad- 
cast to the Catholics of Africa early in 
June, he expressed satisfaction at the 
“growing sovereignty” of the African 
people but warned that the attainment 
of sovereignty does not solve all prob- 
lems and that this may be the “most 
serious year” in her history. (See page 
288.) He urged that the new African 
nations look to the Church for princi- 
ples to guide their actions. 

On June 30, the day of the Congo’s 
independence and before the outbreak 
of trouble that has resulted in the inter- 
vention of the United Nations in that 
country, the Holy Father broadcast a 
message to the Catholics of the Congo. 
(See page 293.) He gave his blessing 
and some words of advice to the new 
republic, emphasizing the necessity for 
following the teachings of Christ if do- 
mestic harmony were to prevail. 

Pope John sent a message to the peo- 
ple of Togo on April 26, the eve of their 
independence, in which he wished them 
well and urged them to live together as 
good citizens. As in other messages to 
Africans he warned them that it was 
illusory to believe that political inde- 
pendence would solve all problems for 
them. (See page 278.) 

The Church’s first African Negro car- 
dinal, Laurian Rugambwa of Tanganyi- 
ka, was created earlier in the year, and 
since that time the Pope has consecrated 
seven new African Negro bishops. 


* 


TRANSLATORS of the longer mes- 
sages in this issue are identified in the 
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footnote on the second page of each mes- 
sage. 

Translators of the shorter messages 
and excerpts are Sister Mary Pauline, 
G.N.S.H., (pp. 249, 267, 276-82, 292, 
300), Msgr. Charles E. Spence (pp. 243, 
284-86), and Mrs. L. G. M. Rose (pp. 
282-84, 286, 287, 296, 301). 


* 


IN OTHER RECENT MESSAGES Pope 
John XXIII: 


—discussed the beneficial effects of 
Mass and Holy Communion for the fam- 
ily, society, and the world, and asked 
prayers that heads of state see the way 
to true peace. August 7, 1960. 


—expressed optimism over the growing 
number of Christians and cited the cour- 
age of John the Baptist as an example 
for today. July 30, 1960. 
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—told an organization of welfare work- 
ers that the true nature of charity must 
be taught to a world too often interested 
only in a narrow application of justice. 
July 27, 1960. 


—asked members of the Catholic Farm 
Youth Movement to adopt a sense of 
personal responsibility toward the 
world’s destitute. May 29, 1960. 


—treviewed the visit of St. Paul to Malta 
and discussed his teachings on firmness 
in the faith and on resolute spiritual 


progress. July 24, 1960. 
* 


THE PHOTOGRAPHS in this issue are 
by Felici of Rome, official Vatican pho- 
tographer. On page 230 the Holy 
Father is seen at work in his study. The 
picture on page 268 shows him during 
the consecration ceremony of one of 
seven new African bishops. 
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Light on the Ecumenical Council 


An Address of Pope John 


La Nostra prima 


REASONS FOR GRIEF AND JOY 


ENERABLE brethren and be- 

loved sons! The first Pente- 

cost of Our pontificate, which 
We celebrated last year here in St. 
Peter’s, gave Us an opportunity to 
state Our reasons for grieving and 
for rejoicing.* 

We recalled with sorrow the 
humiliating and increasingly 
threatening measures which the 
enemies of Christianity were en- 
forcing against the religious free- 

dom of Catholics—bishops, clergy, 
and faithful—in certain great and 
noble nations. 

One reason given for rejoicing 
was the initiation of studies by the 
Antepreparatory Commission of 
the Second Vatican Ecumenical 
Council. The council had been in 
the planning stage since January 
25 [1959], the day on which We 
announced it to the cardinals gath- 
ered in Our presence at the tomb 
of the great Apostle of the Gentiles. 

As of this afternoon—the second 
Pentecost which the Lord has al- 
lowed Us to celebrate during Our 


XXIll on Pentecost Sunday 


June 5, 1960 


Pontificate—the grievous ordeals 
of Holy Church are far from over, 
and still place demands on the 
patience of countless numbers of 
Our distant brethren and children, 
who are constantly in Our thoughts. 
Nor is Our concern relieved by the 
current international situation, so 
troubled and uncertain. 


An auspicious response 


Our consolations, however, have 
not been diminished; on the con- 
trary they have been increased by 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, who 
has brought an auspicious response 
from all over the world to Our pre- 
liminary explorations of the time- 
liness, orientation, and topical con- 
tents of the Council, and the advan- 
tages and hopes it offers to all 
Christians. 

Truly, it is as though Paul and 
Barnabas, after surveying the con- 
dition of the churches they had 
visited, were back among us here, 
in the city of Peter, the earthly 
Jerusalem, and continued to glad- 
den Our heart with the most re- 
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assuring and promising reports, 
facientes gaudium magnum omni- 
bus fratribus.” 


THE ECUMENICAL COUNCIL: ITS 
DEVELOPMENT IN FouR STAGES 


A few days ago We had the 
pleasure of informing Our vener- 
able brethren, the cardinals, mem- 
bers of the Sacred College, who al- 
ways kindly share Our pastoral 


concerns, of the heartening re-" 


sponse to Our first exploration on 
the subject of the council; now, un- 
der the auspices and by the grace 
of the Holy Spirit, We feel encour- 
aged to go determinedly ahead 
with Our plans to set up a Prepara- 
tory Commission to follow the 
Antepreparatory Commission 
which has been in operation up to 
now collecting all kinds of informa- 
tion, both general and detailed. The 
Preparatory Commission will be 
entrusted with the more vital and 
important task of making all neces- 
sary arrangements for the Council 
and carrying them out. 


The four stages explained 


We feel that a few simple clari- 
fications on this point will not be 
superfluous, and We shall begin by 
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stating that an Ecumenical Council 
takes place in four stages: 

1) An introduction, or establish- 
ment of positions, preparatory and 
general; this has already been 
done. 

2) A preparatory stage, like the 
one We have just announced. 

3) The celebration of the general 
council in all its lofty splendor. 

4) Last, the promulgation of the 
Acta Concilii: that is, publication 
of all that was decided upon, ex- 
plained, and proposed in the order 
of thought and life and for their 
development. This will be for the 
progress of thought and of action 
and for the glorification of the Gos- 
pel of Christ—a gospel applied and 
lived in His holy Church. 

Some idea of the first stage—the 
already completed antepreparatory 
phase—was given you, venerable 
brethren and beloved sons, by Our 
“Motu Proprio” of yesterday eve- 
ning,* solemn vigil of Pentecost, 
which revealed a work carried out 
with reverence and tact, and re- 
sulting in a rich and consoling dis- 
closure of the situations of people 
and places, well and precisely set 
forth. 

For the second phase, which is 
just beginning, We have set up sev- 
eral commissions, whose work will 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, June 6-7, 1960. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 

The Holy Father delivered this address to a general audience in the Vatican 
Basilica: On the same day he had issued an apostolic letter initiating the second 
step toward the ecumenical council: the establishment of “preparatory” commissions. 


His allocution in the basilica explains the nature and stages of an ecumenical 
council, the attitude to be taken toward it, and the role of the Holy Spirit in the 
council’s work. It also expresses hope for future union with separated Christians. 











LIGHT ON THE COUNCIL 


be of a properly confidential na- 
ture, and of vital importance. Their 
duties will impose upon them grave 
and sacred obligations, especially 
with regard to the numerous re- 
sources which will be mobilized, 
both here in Rome and in the far- 
thest corners of the earth, wher- 
ever the Holy Church of Jesus has 
erected her triumphant edifices, or 
is just humbly beginning to pitch 
her tents. 

Each one of these commissions— 
at present approximately ten in 
number, with special sub-commit- 
tees to follow—will be headed by a 
cardinal and will work in close 
cooperation with the Central Com- 
mittee. The latter is presided over 
by the Pope, Bishop of Rome and 
Head of the Universal Church, who 
is rightfully entitled, nomine et 
facto, to the presidency and su- 
preme authority over the Council, 
in the exercise—as St. Gregory the 
Great would put it—of his famous, 
yet humble, office of Servus Ser- 
vorum Dei, in the most august tra- 
dition. 

The third phase, that is, the of- 
ficial celebration of the council 


here in the Vatican, will undoubt-. 


edly be a most moving and solemn 
sight, offered mundo et angelis et 
hominibus.* The date of celebra- 
tion, however, depends-.on the rate 
of progress of the second phase 
which is just beginning. 

The fourth and final stage, the 
most practical and fruitful, is the 
promulgation of the ‘Acts of the 








233 


Council,” that is, the constitutions 
containing the lex credendi, the lex 
supplicandi, the lex vivendi. 


Two NOTEWORTHY POINTS: 
THE UNIQUENESS AND THE 
CATHOLICITY OF THE COUNCIL 


Two important points must be 
made with regard to the work of 
the council. 


Its uniqueness 


First, the Council has a very 
special structure and organization 
of its own, which must not be con- 
fused with the ordinary functions 
of the various offices and con- 
gregations which form the Roman 
Curia; the latter will continue to 
perform its routine operations in 
the administration of the Church 
while the council is in session. 
Therefore, the distinction is clear: 
the extraordinary purpose of the 
Council is something entirely dif- 
erent from the ordinary adminis- 
trative functions of the Roman 
Curia, to which the government of 
the Church is entrusted. This sep- 
aration of functions does not rule 
out the enlightened cooperation of 
all ecclesiastics, upon whose spe- 
cialized knowledge and reliable ad- 
vice the Council will often call. 


Its catholicity 


Second, the Ecumenical Council 
will consist in the presence and 
participation of bishops and prel- 


1“Sorrows and Joys of the Church,” TPS (Autumn 1959) v. 5, no. 4, 403-06. 
2 “causing great rejoicing among the brethren.” Acts 15, 3. 

* Cf. p. 240 of this issue of TPS. 
‘“to the world, to angels, and to men.” 1 Cor. 4, 9. 
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ates from all over the world as the 
living representatives of the Cath- 
olic Church. Invaluable contribu- 
tions to the Council will be furn- 
ished by a body of scholars and 
experts, from all parts of the world 
and speaking all languages. By 
now, every member of the Holy 
Roman Church is permeated by 
this principle: that, insofar as he is 
a Catholic, he is, and considers 
himself to be, a citizen of the 
whole world, just as Christ is the 
adored Savior of the whole world, 
Salvator Mundi. This is an excel- 
lent exercise in true catholicity, 
which is the criterion by which all 
Catholics must be guided in their 
mental outlook and in their reli- 
gious and social relations. 
Throughout Our Pontificate, 
Jesus Christ Our Lord has given 
Us the grace to render good service 
to this criterion, which is one of 
affirmation of and respect for, the 
catholicity of the Holy Church. 
As examples of such service We 
would like to mention the creation 


of several cardinals, chosen from. 


distant countries which had never 
before been honored with the Ro- 
man purple; the consecration at 
Our hands, in the space of a few 
months and in this Vatican Basil- 
ica, of almost twenty bishops of 
different nationalities and races; 
the ease and frequency with which 
audiences are granted not only to 
prelates and high government offi- 
cials, but also to representatives 
from among the very people them- 
selves. Every day they wait eag- 
erly to see and meet the pope, and 
to receive from him blessings and 
words of encouragement. Among 
them can be found numerous mem- 
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bers of separated Christian com- 
munities, who are moved by an 
inner voice to approach Our hum- 
ble person, as if they wanted to 
confide to Us their joy at the meet- 
ing, and as if it were a foretaste of 
something sweeter and more mys- 
terious which Divine Providence is 
reserving to Us for better days in 
the life of the Holy Church of 
Jesus, Savior of the whole world. 

We must pursue this new path, 
which promises to become broader, 
this cultivation of catholicity, 
happy augury of noble, abundant 
fruits. 


FORMS OF COOPERATION WITH 
THE COUNCIL 


In this connection, allow Us to 
say that the best way to show that 
we are true Catholics, or that we 
aspire to the perfection of Catholic 
unity, is to work: to work usefully, 
and in the confident expectation of 
an abundant harvest, by fostering 
in all Catholics, both clergy and 
laity, a supernatural spirit. 


Cultivation of a supernatural spirit 


Beloved sons, this cultivation of 
a supernatural spirit is a grave 
and important requirement. An 
ecumenical council has nothing in 
common with a national, or inter- 
national, political conference! 

Human life, individual or social, 
can be conceived of in two ways: 
as physical or spiritual, temporal 
or eternal. These two conceptions 


are not incompatible, despite their 
differences. The Psalmist ex- 
pressed this thought beautifully 
when he said: Coelum coeli Dom- 
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ino: terram autem dedidit filiis 
hominum.”*® It often happens, 
however, that heaven and earth, 
eternal life and human existence, 
are considered by some to be in ac- 
tive opposition to each other and 
mutually exclusive. Religion, the 
worship of God, and Holy Church 
reconcile all these elements. Oh! 
the Holy Catholic Church in her 
threefold aspect of divine and hu- 
man vitality : Church militant, suf- 
fering, and triumphant. What a 
mystery of truth, grace, and salva- 
tion is this! 

It is not superfluous to repeat 
this. The Church is concerned first 
and foremost with the spirit; she 
also participates in the ordinary 
concerns of our daily life, which 
she can and wishes to sanctify. 
The Church does this, however, 
while asking the Christian to be 
on guard against worldly con- 
cerns lest they distract him from 
higher things: from God, Who is 
the beginning and the end, from 
Jesus, Our Savior, and everything 
He represents; from the Gospel, 
and from Christ’s life in us and our 
life in Him—yes, our life in Christ 


Jesus, meek, suffering, triumphant. , 


This means that the best way to 
prepare for the Council is with 
supernatural aspirations that 
are consonant with the spirit of 
Holy Church, being careful at all 
times not: to confuse the sacred 
with the profane, the intentions of 
the spiritual and religious order 
with those human efforts which— 
though not unworthy of respect— 
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have for their sole aim the pursuit 
of happiness, honors, wealth, and 
prosperity in this world. 


Following developments of the 
Council 


Another way of sharing in the 
merits and benefits of the Council 
is by following its course with a 
thorough understanding of the 
doctrinal issues involved, and of its 
religious and _ historical back- 
ground, which alone can enable the 
honest and objective observer to 
make precise practical judgments 
and learn invaluable lessons. 

The ideal of every redeemed man 
on earth, the ultimate ideal of 
every society, family, and nation 
on earth, and the ideal of the entire 
universe, but, above all, the ideal 
of the Holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church—an ideal which an ecu- 
menical council can further and 
contribute to—is the triumph of 
Jesus Christ. It is only when 
Christ fills our hearts, veritatem 
facientes in caritate, that we 
achieve real progress. As is beau- 
tifully expressed in these lofty 
words of Paul to the Ephesians: 
“Rather are we to practice the 
truth in love and so grow up in all 
things in him who is the head, 
Christ. For from him the whole 
body (being closely joined and knit 
together through every joint of the 
system according to the function- 
ing in due measure of each single 
part) derives its increase to the 
building up of itself in love.” * 

These mysterious words of St. 


5“Heaven is the heaven of the Lord, but the earth he has given to the children 
of men.” Ps. 113B, 16. 
*Eph, 4, 15-16. 
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Paul do indeed deserve to be in- 
scribed on the Council’s doors. We 
like to repeat them in the original 
Latin text, which all who know 
Latin would do well to memorize: 
“Veritatem facientes in caritate, 
crescamus in illo per omnia qui est 
caput Christus; ex quo totum cor- 
pus compactum et connexum per 
omnem iuncturam subministratio- 
nis, secundum operationem in men- 
suram uniuscuiusque membri, aug- 
mentum corporis facit, in aedifica- 
tionem sui in caritate.” 

From the individual phrases of 
this quotation from St. Paul, we 
can easily discern the elements that 
alone can assure the triumphant 
success of a great Church event, 
such as the Ecumenical Council: 
in truth and charity, with Christ 
at the summit and as the head of 
the Mystical Body, which is His 
Church—a compact and closely knit 
body, each limb of which is fitted 
into the right place, to insure the 
growth and progress of brotherly 
charity, and of a holy and blessed 
peace. 


FOUNTAINHEAD OF GRACE: 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


With the help of this quotation 
from St. Paul, the Apostle of the 
Gentiles and companion of St. 
Peter (called by Christ the basic 
rock of the Church), it is easy for 
us to lift up our spirits toward the 
holy fountainhead of grace, the 
Holy Spirit, to whom today’s litur- 
gical celebration is dedicated all 
over the world. 
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Indeed, it is in the light of the 
teaching and the spirit of Pente- 
cost that the great event of the 
ecumenical council takes on life and 
substance. Two words in the Apos- 
tolic Creed should suffice to extol 
the nature and the power of the 
light which radiates from the Holy 
Spirit: Et in Spiritum Sanctum 
Dominum et vivificantem. 

The Holy Spirit is Our Lord in- 
asmuch as He is a member of the 
august Trinity: Cum Patre et Filio 
simul adoratur et conglorificatur. 

He is our Lord and life-giver, 
inasmuch as He permeates with His 
power both Testaments, the Old 
and the New; and inasmuch as 
He still continues to infuse Holy 
Church, His blessed Bride, with 
His strength, His meekness, and 
His grace. 

The first operation of the Holy 
Spirit in the Church is the choice 
and election of the members of 
whom she is to be composed. The 
whole missionary horizon opens up 
before our eyes, and it is the Holy 
Spirit who illumines it with His 
fire. 


Early growth of the Church 


The light of the Holy Spirit ra- 
diates from the very first words of 
the Acts of the Apostles. The Acts 
state that the first disciples of Jesus, 
—the pillars and foundations of the 
Church, were chosen “praecipiens 
apostolis per Spiritum Sanctum, 
quos elegit.” 7 On the day of Pente- 
cost the number of the chosen grew 
to three thousand. A few days later, 
another five thousand joined them 
as a result of the sermons preached 


7 “giving commandments through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen.” Acts 1, 2. 
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by Peter and John under the porti- 
co of the Temple. After the Jews, 
it was the Gentiles who entered, 
among them Cornelius, the centuri- 
on, who was baptized together with 
his soldiers. After these first con- 
quests, it is impossible to follow 
every step of the triumphant march 
of the Holy Spirit, Who precedes 
and accompanies the heralds of the 
Gospel, piercing the souls of their 
listeners, pitching the tents of the 
Catholic Church as far as the far- 
thest boundaries of the earth, and 
spanning all the centuries of his- 
tory. The progress of the Holy 
Church of Christ during the twenty 
centuries of her existence has often 
been—We can say, practically al- 
ways —marked with tears and 
bloodshed. However, the truth of 
the testimony of the early writers 
of the Church is consistently con- 
firmed: Sanguis martyrum, semen 
est Christianorum.® 


Recent centuries 


Observe carefully what is taking 
place before our eyes and within 


- earshot. During the centuries which 


immediately preceded the contemp- 
orary age, human nature, liable as 
it is to fall prey to errors and sin, 
did undoubtedly find itself in vio- 
lent conflict with the spiritual and 
heavenly grace of which Holy 
Church is the repository. You can 
see what is happening. The Church 
is still confronted, in many 
places, by misunderstanding, op- 
position, even harsh repression of 
her freedom of worship, of thought, 
and of teaching in the very nations 
which became great because of her, 





®Cf. Tertull. Apol. L; Migne PL 1, 534. 


and owe her whatever redounded to 
their honor in the past or does so 
today. 


Reasons for hope 


Do not believe, however, that 
the Holy Spirit will abandon the 
Church to the ruin which threatens. 

The humble Successor of St. 
Peter cannot visit in person all re- 
gions of the earth which are en- 
trusted to his care; the representa- 
tives of most of the world’s coun- 
tries, however, know the way to 
Rome, the capital of the Catholic 
world, and like Paul and Barnabas, 
whom We mentioned earlier, are 
coming to see Us in the Vatican, to 
relate the wonders of grace in the 
apostolic field, and the miracles 
which are constantly being wrought 
by that true token of civilization, 
the practice of the theological and 
cardinal virtues, and of the works 
of mercy. 

As We have already stated, the 
Holy Catholic Church is indeed 
faced with serious and grievous dif- 
ficulties and opposition from those 
same men whose parents and im- 
mediate ancestors enjoyed her ma- 
ternal affection. We repeat: Do not 
believe that the Holy Spirit has 
abandoned, or is going to abandon, 
His Church. What could be the 
cause of the yearly increase in voc- 
ations to the apostolate, except the 
life-giving breath of the Holy Spir- 
it? To what else can We attribute 
this desire—of which We are given 
new proofs every day—of our sepa- 
rated brethren to return to the cen- 
ter of religious unity, the unam, 
sanctam, catholicam, et apostoli- 
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cam Ecclesiam? The increased fre- 
quency with which souls are look- 
ing toward Rome as the center of 
religious unity parallels the inten- 
sified spreading of the Gospel fire 
into areas which until recently were 
heathen. 


SPIRITUAL ELEVATION : 
THE CLERGY AND FAITHFUL OF THE 
ENTIRE CHURCH UNITED IN 
PRAYER WITH THE POPE 


Venerable brethren and beloved 
sons: Benedicamus Patrem et Fili- 
um cum Sancto Spirito. 

These days Our soul is filled with 
extraordinary emotion, as We pre- 
pare for the enormous amount of 
work which awaits Us in connec- 
tion with the Ecumenical Council. 
Add to this the recollection of the 
prompt and gratifying response We 
received from on high to Our plans 
for the celebration of the Roman 
Synod, the constitutions of which 
We intend to publish on the Feast 
Day of the Holy Apostles Peter 
and Paul; think of the unforget- 
table demonstrations of faith, of 
popular piety, and of religious and 
filial affection, of which Our humble 
person was the recipient during 
Our visits in various popular quar- 
ters on the outskirts of Rome on 
various Sundays during the past 
Lent. All these recent events have 
so clothed Our spirit in a sublime 
atmosphere of abandonment to the 
grace of the Holy Spirit and of a 
desire for sanctification, that We 
are prompted, as their father and 
their pastor, to invite all the people 
of this holy city, who are closest 
and dearest to Us—Our brothers 
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and children, who recite the same 
Apostolic Creed with Us—to share 
more intimately in Our feeling of 
ardent piety and to perform good 
works with sincerity and purity of 
intentions, in the cause of charity 
and of the religious and social apos- 
tolate. 

We trust We shall be able to talk 
to you about this again along the 
way, for the common purpose of 
obtaining the most abundant fav- 
ors and blessings, especially the 
blessings of peace for individuals 
and nations. 


MARY AND THE SAINTS FOR 
ENCOURAGEMENT AND 
INTERCESSION 


May the sweet Mother of Jesus 
—Mother of the Divine Word who 
was made flesh in her by the grace 
of the Holy Spirit, thereby also 
making her our Mother — always 
answer Our incessant prayers, with 
which We entreat the Holy Ghost 
to continue to bless the life of the 
Church with His gifts, and to per- 
form His miracles for the salvation 
of the whole world. 


Help from the saints 


And what about God’s saints? 
Every saint is a masterpiece of 
grace by the Holy Ghost. Sur- 
rounding St. Peter in watchful 
prayer for Holy Church are the 
saints who were her first orna- 
ments, the early disciples of Jesus, 
and all her martyrs and popes, 
from the highest to the humblest, 
of all ages and nationalities. The 
mortal remains of some of them 
have almost entirely disappeared, 
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but their spiritual presence and 
their prayers are still with us. 

On a certain recent occasion We 
mentioned the names of some East- 
ern saints. When in the East We 
had been fortunate enough to visit 
the still recognizable monuments of 
their passage on earth. Among 
them We saw the Anastasis, where 
St. Gregory of Nazianzus delivered 
his admirable speeches de re Trini- 
taria. The mortal remains of St. 
Gregory of Nazianzus are laid to 
rest underneath the altar of that 
rich Gregorian chapel which re- 
calls the other splendid chapel of 
the canonical choir, housing the 
tomb of St. John Chrysostom in 
magnificent surroundings. 

The commanding voices of these 
two saints are expressing their 
hopes, conveying their blessings, 
and interceding for the return of 
the Eastern churches into the fold 
of the one, holy, Catholic, and apos- 
tolic Church. 


Toward reunion 


A determined step toward a re- 
“union between the Eastern and 
Western brethren, within the one 
and only fold of Christ, the eterna] 
Shepherd, would be a marvelous 
occurrence and a lovely flower of 
human and heavenly charity. 

That should be one’ of the most 
valuable achievements of the com- 
ing Second Vatican Ecumenical 
Council, for the glory of God on 
earth and in heaven, and to the 
general rejoicing at such a con- 
summation of the mystery of the 
Communion of Saints. 





* Cf. Acts 17, 24-29.—Ed. 


Recent canonizations 


God’s Saints are going to cheer, 
encourage, and bless us in our un- 
dertakings. 

You surely understand, beloved 
sons, why Our heart has been filled 
with such extraordinary and ten- 
der emotions in the last few weeks 
by the canonization of the new 
saints, whom, by virtue of the 
Apostolic authority vested in Us, 
We were able to add to the cohorts 
of the chosen participants in the 
triumph of Christ. 

We are indeed fortunate. Re- 
garding the holy bishop and cardi- 
nal, Gregory Barbarigo, whom We 
canonized on Ascension Day, and 
St. John of Ribera, Archbishop of 
Valencia, whom We will raise to 
the most exalted honor, in the light 
of the Holy Trinity, next Sunday, 
We recall the encouraging words 
spoken by Paul in the Aeropagus 
of Athens: “It is the Lord of 
Heaven and earth who gives to all 
men life and breath and all things. 
Weare His offspring. Therefore, we 
ought not to imagine that the Di- 
vinity is like to gold or silver or 
stone, to an image graven by man; 
rather, we ought to glory in our 
likeness to Him, and to Christ, His 
Son and our Brother, who was ap- 
pointed for our salvation and sanc- 
tification.” ° 

So be it, beloved sons, now and 
forever, but with a special inten- 
tion and effort at Christian perfec- 
tion during these months of inten- 
sive preparation for the Ecumeni- 
cal Council, in order to achieve the 
blessing of peace for the Holy 
Church and the whole world. 








The Motu Proprio: 





Superno Dei Nutu 


An Apostolic Letter of Pope John XXill Establishing the 
Preparatory Commissions for the Second Vatican Council 


Superno Dei nutu 


E HAVE felt that it was 

God’s lofty command that 

caused the thought of cele- 
brating an Ecumenical Council to 
rise like the flower of an early and 
unexpected springtime within -Us 
soon after Our elevation to the Pon- 
tifical throne. Such a gathering of 
Sacred Prelates around the Roman 
Pontiff can bring the Church, the 
beloved Spouse of Christ, a new 
and fuller splendor in these dis- 
turbed times and raise a new hope 
that those who bear the name of 
Christian and yet are separated 
from this Apostolic See may hear 
the voice of the divine Shepherd 
and come to the one Church of 
Christ. 


Earlier statements 


And so, on January 25, 1959, the 
feast of the Conversion of St. Paul 
the Apostle, after the sacred cere- 
monies had been celebrated in the 
Ostian Basilica, We chose to inform 
the College of Cardinals of Our 
intention of summoning an Ecu- 
menical Council; and the Cardinals 
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received this news with joy and 
high hopes for the future. The fol- 
lowing May 17, the feast of Pente- 
cost, We established an Antepre- 
paratory Commission, to see to it 
that the preliminary steps were 
carried out with care and precision ; 
We chose as its members outstand- 
ing representatives of the Roman 
Curia, and We placed it under the 
direction of Our beloved Son, Do- 
menico Cardinal Tardini, whose 
concern is the public affairs of the 
Church. 

Then in Our first Encyclical Let- 
ter, We specified more clearly that 
the Ecumenical Council was to be 
held especially “to bring about the 
growth of the Catholic faith, the 
restoration of sound morals among 
the Christian flock, and appropriate 
adaptation of Church discipline to 
the needs and conditions of our 
times. This event will be a wonder- 
ful spectacle of truth, unity, and 
charity. For those who behold it 
but are not one with this Apostolic 
See, We hope that it will be a gentle 
invitation to seek and find that 
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unity for which Jesus Christ pray- 
ed so ardently to His Father in 
heaven.” ! 

We also decided that, because of 
the site that had been chosen, the 
Council should be called the Sec- 
ond Vatican Council. 


The Antepreparatory Commission 


The Antepreparatory Commis- 
sion has carried out the task en- 
trusted to it with the greatest of 
care. It sought the advice and opin- 
ions of the Bishops and other Prel- 
ates as to what should be treated 
in the Council. Replies were sent in 
with the greatest joy and high hopes 
for success, to the number of more 
than two thousand. The Commis- 
sion arranged and summarized 
them and then turned over the re- 
sults to the Sacred Offices of the 
Roman Curia. These Offices in turn 
examined their advice and opin- 
ions, drew from them much useful 
material, and then transmitted 
their own suggestions and propos- 
als to Us. And finally, the Catholic 
and ecclesiastical universities have 
“shown the same kind of zeal and 
interest in making known their 
opinions and advice on how the 
future of the Church can best be 
served. 

We Ourselves have followed the 
investigations and the work that 
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was being carried on so carefully, 
and We have made it Our business 
to give careful consideration to the 
advice and suggestions of the sa- 
cred Prelates, the admonitions and 
proposals of the Roman Curia, and 
the thoughts and desires of the 
universities. And so We offer deep- 
est thanks to God for the very fer- 
vent and generous way in which 
Our venerable brethren and chil- 
dren have responded to Our wishes. 


The next step 


But now that an adequate study 
of the matters proposed has made 
clear just what the coming Ecu- 
menical Synod should treat of for 
the good of the Church and the sal- 
vation of souls, the time has come 
to move on, with God’s help, to 
setting up the committees which 
will devote their full attention to 
studying the matters that can be 
dealt with in the Council. We want 
these committees to be made up of 
cardinals, bishops, and churchmen 
who are outstanding for their vir- 
tue and learning. We want them to 
be chosen from the secular clergy 
and religious of all parts of the 
world, so that they may be a shin- 
ing example of the universal or 
catholic nature and mission of the 
Church. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, June 5, 1960. Latin text. Translation prepared 
for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

This letter initiates the second stage in the preparations for the forthcoming Second 
Vatican Council. The first stage consisted of a preliminary gathering and sifting of 
opinion on the topics that the council might consider. That work was done by an 


“antepreparatory” commission. 
established by this letter. 


The second-stage “preparatory” commissions are 
prep 
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The decree 


And so with these Apostolic Let- 
ters, issued “motu proprio,” by of- 
ficial decree We make the following 
provisions: 

1) Commissions, to be known as 
preparatory ones, are hereby es- 
tablished to prepare for the Sec- 
ond Ecumenical Council of the Vat- 
ican by submitting the matters 
chosen by Us to careful study and 
investigation, with due considera- 
tion of the wishes of the Sacred 
Prelates and the admonitions and 
suggestions of the Roman Curia. 

2) Each commission may be di- 
vided into various sections or sub- 
commissions according to needs. 

3) Each commission is to have a 
president and a certain number of 
members. The president will be one 
of the Cardinals. The members are 
to be bishops or outstanding 
churchmen. 

4) Each commission is to have 
a number of consultors chosen 
from among men who are expert 
in the matters under consideration. 

5)..Each commission is to have a 
recorder or secretary. 

6) The presidents, members, 
consultors and secretaries of all the 
commissions are to be chosen by 
Our authority. 

7) Ten preparatory commissions 
are hereby established; others may 
be set up at Our good pleasure, if 
need be. The commissions are the 
following: 

a) Theological Commission 
which will study and weigh ques- 
tions dealing with sacred Scripture, 
sacred tradition, faith and morals; 





b) Commission on Bishops 
and the governing of dioceses; 

c) Commission on regula- 
tions for the clergy and the Chris- 
tian people; 

d) Commission on Religious; 

e) Commission on regula- 
tions about the Sacraments; 

f) Commission on Sacred 
Liturgy; 

g) Commission on Seminar- 
ies and Studies; 

h) Commission on the East- 
ern Churches; 

i) Commission on Missions; 

j) Commission on the lay 
apostolate, to handle all matters 
having to do with Catholic action, 
religious or social. 

8) A secretariat is also estab- 
lished to deal with all questions 
having anything to do with modern 
means of communication (such as 
newspapers and magazines, radio 
and television broadcasts, films, 
etc.). The prelate who will serve as 
president of the secretariat will be 
chosen by Us, as will the members 
and consultors. 

9) As a clearer expression of 
Our love and good will toward those 
who bear the name of Christian but 
are separated from this Apostolic 
See, and to enable them to follow 
the Council’s activities and thus 
find it easier to discover the path 
that will lead them to the unity 
that “Jesus Christ sought from the 
Heavenly Father with fervent 
prayers,” a special committee or 
secretariat, headed by a cardinal 
to be chosen by Us and set up in 
the same way as the commissions 


1 The Encyclical Letter, “Ad Petri eo Teo June 29, 1959, AAS 51 (1959) 511. 
English translation in TPS (Autumn 1959) v. 69. 


, no. 4, p.3 
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mentioned above, is hereby estab- 
lished. 

10) Finally, a Central Commis- 
sion is established, over which We 
will preside either personally or 
through a cardinal whom We will 
name. 

The Central Commission will be 
made up of the presidents of the 
individual commissions, those pre- 
siding over the secretariats men- 
tioned in numbers 8 and 9, some 
other cardinals, and some bishops 
chosen from various parts of the 
world. 

11) The Central Commission is 
to have a certain number of ad- 
visers who will be bishops or out- 
standing churchmen. 

12) The Central Commission will 
have a prelate to serve as its re- 
corder, and he will be the secretary- 
general. 

13) The members of the Central 
Commission, as well as the advisers 
and the recording prelate, are to be 
chosen by Us. 

14) The function of the Central 
Commission will be to follow the 
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work of the individual commis- 
sions, put it in order if necessary, 
and then evaluate and transmit 
their conclusions to Us so that We 
Ourselves may decide what matters 
are to be treated in the Ecumeni- 
cal Council. 

It will also be the function of the 
Central Commission to suggest 
rules for the order that is to be 
observed in the Council. 

15) Special committees or secre- 
tariats are to be established to take 
care of the economic and technical 
requirements for the celebration 
of the Council. 

We desire and command that 
each and every one of these mat- 
ters that We have seen fit to decree 
stand as fixed and ratified, just as 
it has been laid down, anything 
whatsoever to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

Given at St. Peter’s in Rome, on 
the feast of Pentecost, June 5, 
1960, the second year of Our Pon- 
tificate. 

PP. John XXIII. 





Social understanding 


. . » Whatever goes counter to the Ten Commandments and the Gospel 
foments disorder. The man who stands by the Decalogue and the Gospel 
effectively hastens the day of greater maturity in social understanding. The 
man who is loyal to Christ and His Church is filled, so to speak, with the 
spirit of love and solidarity, so that he is unable to rest until all his brothers 


enjoy security and happiness. . . . 


—John XXIll. From an address to directors and workers 


of the Dalmine Society. June |, 1959. 








On Preaching 


An Address of Pope John XXIII to Priests and Seminarians of Rome 


L’incontro odierno 


ELOVED sons! Our meeting 
today with the parish priests, 
their curates, the Lenten 

preachers, and the seminarians of 
the Diocese of Rome, appears to 
Us like a continuation of the Synod 
—that dialogue between the Bishop 
and his dearest and closest collab- 
orators, which caused so much edi- 
fication and rejoicing in the whole 
world that the echoes are still 
reaching Our ears. 

After the Synod We had some 
good days and some sad ones, as 
often happens in this world even in 
the Church of God. 


Three pastors 


Let Us tell you in confidence that 
for some time now, both before 
and after the Synod, We have been 
studying and in a way convers- 
ing with three saintly pastors: one 
of them is a humble spiritual son of 
St. Francis of Assisi, and the other 
two are bishops who are still con- 
sidered ornaments of the Church of 
God, namely, St. Antoninus, a Do- 
minican, Archbishop of Florence, 


February 19, 1960 


and St. Lawrence Justinian, can- 
on regular of St. George in Alga 
and Patriarch of Venice, to whom 
We are particularly devoted. 

All three of them were distin- 
guished by the wonders wrought by 
their preaching, which stirred all 
of Italy. They rose like three stars 
of the first magnitude on the hori- 
zon of the 15th century, then pur- 
sued their course, teaching the 
clergy and the Christian people, 
edifying them with their holy ex- 
ample, and holding them under the 
irresistible spell of their terse and 
arresting eloquence. 

These three priests, anticipating 
the Council of Trent, applied the 
teaching of the Sacred Scriptures 
and of the Fathers and Doctors of 
the Church to the specific needs of 
their times; and, while leaving un- 
changed the spirit of the doctrine, 
they introduced such timely adap- 
tations, that even in our day 
priests all over the world are at- 
tracted to the study and apprecia- 
tion of their pastoral accomplish- 
ments. 
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St. Bernardine of Siena 


We may have other occasions, 
beloved sons, to talk to you about 
these pure springs of heavenly and 
human wisdom. Allow Us, there- 
fore, to touch now only upon the 
first of these three saints, who was 
the humblest in looks and apparel 
and the oldest of the three, but was 
also much listened to and admired 
by his contemporaries. We speak 
of Bernardine of Siena, who stim- 
ulated Us to impart to you these 
few suggestions; he had originally 
intended them for the prelates of 
the Church, but We would like par- 
ticularly to offer them to the 
Lenten preachers. Basically, how- 
ever, they apply to all pastors of 
souls. 


A threefold aim 


“What must be the aims of 
preaching to God’s people?” St. 
Bernardine asks in Sermon \V, ar- 
ticle II, volume VII. 

And he answers: “Docendo il- 
luminare: verbo Dei consolari: et 
iuxta posse corrigere delinquen- 
tes.” 1 

What a truly admirable pro- 
gram, beloved Sons! And what an 
incentive for everyone, including 
you seminarians, to strive for self- 
improvement and to cultivate the 
sacred studies, in order to realize 
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this threefold expression of evan- 
gelic charity: to enlighten, to con- 
sole, and to reform! 


I 
DOCENDO ILLUMINARE ANIMAS 


Beloved sons! The task of a 
preacher is not an easy one. He 
must try to combine in his person 
the talents of teacher, educator, 
psychologist. He must know how 
to attract the attention of his lis- 
teners, stir their feelings, pierce 
their consciences, and expound the 
truth gradually and convincingly. 

In order to preach Christian doc- 
trine, a priest must be steeped in 
it; not only his intelligence, but 
also his heart and his feelings must 
be involved. From a teacher we 
do not expect impeccable literary 
elocution so much as we do the 
use of theologically exact and well 
thought-out expressions. 
Simplicity 

Among the different individuals 
who make up an audience, St. 
Bernardine distinguishes three 
categories : the simplices, the medi- 
ocres, and the perfectiores.2, Un- 
fortunately, this ancient and well- 
known distinction is often forgot- 
ten when it comes to religious edu- 
cation. The indispensable require- 
ments for achieving salvation and 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, February 20, 1960. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 

Priests chosen to preach Lenten missions in Rome, parish priests, and seminarians 
composed the audience for this address. The Holy Father shaped his talk around a 
sermon delivered by St. Bernardine of Siena, fifteenth century Franciscan famed for 


his preaching skill. 
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sanctification, and for receiving 
the Sacraments, must be explained 
with extremely simple words and 
images, such as one would use in 
talking to a child. 

A pious bishop, an excellent ora- 
tor, told Us about his experiences 
as a young priest when he had 
been placed in charge of young 
boys who were preparing for the 
seminary. 

“IT used to speak to them very 
simply,” he said, “yet I would pre- 
pare my talks carefully beforehand 
even for this. As I advanced in 
years and was faced with a differ- 
ent audience, I soon realized that 
the method of speaking with ex- 
treme simplicity was the most 
suitable for being understood also 
by the mediocres and the perfecti- 
ores, who, although sometimes 
erudite in secular disciplines, often 
know less about their Catechism 
than the Sunday school children.” 

However, since the time of St. 
Bernardine things have changed 
for the better in so many respects, 
that We do not deem it necessary 
to explain them here. 


Obligation to enlighten 


The idea of docendo illuminare 
is, therefore, still valid in its en- 
tirety. Every priest, without ne- 
glecting the obligations of his 
state, which fill every hour of his 
days, and sometimes his nights as 
well, must heed with trembling 
heart the stern warning of the Si- 
enese saint that “Where ignorance 
of religious truths is allowed to 
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grow, morals suffer accordingly.” 

Therefore, speak simply; speak 
clearly: and enlighten, always en- 
lighten. 

Despite twenty centuries of 
Christian enlightenment, darkness 
still envelops numerous souls and 
human institutions. We must not 
delude ourselves. The grave task 
which her Divine Founder en- 
trusted to the Church is going to 
make increasingly heavy demands 
on our attention and dedication, if 
we want to meet the increased re- 
quirements of the times. 

The words from which the cloth 
of our sermons is woven are not 
our own, but the words of a heav- 
enly teaching. 

Our efforts to enlighten the souls 
entrusted to our care will exhaust 
our bodies and dry up our throats 
before we can achieve perfection. 


Sources of help 


Let us be faithful to the sacred 
traditions of our most celebrated 
orators, who combined learning, 
experience, and holiness in their 
sermons. This applies both to an- 
cient and modern preachers, from 
the Fathers of the early Church to 
Bossuet ; from the popular and per- 
suasive St. Bernardine to the Curé 
of Ars. 

We have the Book of divine rev- 
elation and we have the living 
teaching of the Holy Church, 
which, flowing, as it were, straight 
from the Heart of Jesus, is an in- 
exhaustible source of noble inspira- 
tion for all of us. 


“To enlighten by teaching; to console with the word of God, and to reform 
sinners as far as possible.” 


*“the simple, the average, and the advanced.” 
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II 
VERBO DEI CONSOLARI 


The word of God is also put in 
the mouths of priests so that they 
may comfort souls in times of sad- 
ness and desolation. 

Sadness and desolation are the 
inseparable companions of those 
who do not draw their hopes from 
heaven: sadness shows on their 
faces and in their eyes, and deso- 
lation fills their hearts. 

It is not often that we hear the 
suggestion of St. Bernardine that 
the word of God best achieves its 
wonderful effect of consoling when 
great diligence is evident in the 
orderliness that prevails in the 
maintenance of the churches, on 
the altars, in the distribution of 
the Sacraments, and in the cultus 
of the Holy Eucharist. 

This means, then, that the words 
of a preacher must draw harmoni- 
ous and consoling inspiration from 
the combined elements that create 
an impression of orderly arrange- 
ment and true beauty in the 
Church. Preachers and teachers 
draw their themes from religious 
art, from the liturgy, from all the 
elements in the Church which edify 
and move. 

“This is the way we are made. 
A note played on the organ, a sweet 
or stirring hymn sung by a choir, 
accompanied or explained by an 
appropriate and serene word—est 
in dicendo cantus *—all contribute 
to stir the heart, to comfort, and 





*“there is music in words.” 


to refresh the soul which is in 
need of courage and tranquillity. 


Awareness of sorrow 


The eyes of the pastor and 
preacher know how to penetrate, 
with tactful and respectful discre- 
tion, the homes of his faithful chil- 
dren. He knows which are the 
thorns that pierce hearts and souls 
most deeply. They are the marks 
of sacrifice which accompany every 
unhappy human life. The doors of 
every home hide a cross, the mys- 
terious symbol of all that is most 
substantial and meritorious in 
time and eternity. 

Consider the words of Pope Leo 
the Great: “Totius temporis est 
pie vivere: totius corporis crucem 
ferre.” 

What consolation in _ these 
words: but, also, what kindness 
and ability must the eloquent and 
pious priest exercise when he re- 
peats them! 


Priestly solace 


Listen to the felicitous expres- 
sions which St. Bernardine uses on 
the subject of consoling sad and 
desolate souls: “The Lord says: 
‘Ego sum ostium: per me si quis 
introierit salvabitur, ingredietur et 
egredietur et pascua inveniet.’> 
The soul will enter in order to 
contemplate the divinity of Christ; 
will go out to contemplate His hu- 
manity; and in coming in and go- 
ing out it will find ready pastures 
of consolation and ineffable de- 
light. 


*“to live piously is of all times; to carry a cross is of everyone.” 
5“T am the door. If anyone enter by me he shall be safe and he shall go in and 


out, and shall find pastures.” (John 10, 9) 
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“The good and tactful pastor— 
and also the preacher—must show 
his flock now a shaded and secluded 
place to refresh their hearts, now 
meadows of sweet grass to rest 
them; or he will play for them 
sweet melodies to assuage the trib- 
ulations and cares of their lives, 
while speaking words as gentle and 
sweet as a tune played on a shep- 
herd’s pipe. When sheep are played 
to like this, they frisk and gambol: 
and their shepherds take the op- 
portunity for consoling them and 
making them happy.” 

Thus far the instructive words 
of St. Bernardine: quod praelatus 
debet maxime verbo Dei consolari 
animas moestas et desolatas.® 


III 


IUXTA POSSE CORRIGERE 
DELINQUENTES 


What shall We say on this third 
point? This too is a stern warn- 
ing: to reform sinners by all means 
at our disposal. 

Beloved sons! Do not give too 
much thought to stressing the neg- 
ative aspects of life. We have been 
reading in the Breviary for these 
days the tale of the first crime 
which shattered the first home: the 
murder of Abel. 

Since that time, in the course of 
the whole history of mankind, the 
abuse of free will has been causing 
all kinds of misfortunes and pain- 
ful derangements. 


Reforming wisely 


To grasp the meaning of differ- 
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ent situations; to evaluate them 
sensibly ; to suggest adequate rem- 
edies, while trusting the mysteri- 
ous but certain intervention of 
God’s grace—these are the first 
duties of those who wish to fight 
evil and limit the spread of its 
pernicious consequences. 

In this too, as in everything else, 
one must act with clearness of 
judgment and perfect tranquillity ; 
in other words, iuxta posse! 

Harsh words, pessimism, and 
barbed arguments are out of place 
on a priest’s lips. Nor is it neces- 
sary for him to go into the de- 
tailed descriptions of evil upon 
which the morbid imagination of 
the weak likes to linger. Just a 
hint, one word rather than two, 
must suffice. 

The blameless conduct of a per- 
fect priest, his prayerful spirit, his 
invincible charity, and his gentle- 
man-like manners, all of these 
traits act as an antidote against 
the evils of this world. 


Need for compassion 


The humble and powerful Fran- 
ciscan, fearless scourge of the vices 
of his age, from whose thought We 
have taken Our inspiration, ad- 
dresses to all bishops and shep- 
herds of souls the exhortation by 
Our Lord to the Prophet Micheas: 
“Pasce populum tuum in virga tua: 
gregem hereditatis tuae.” * 

Like the pastor, however, the 
preacher must sweeten the harsh- 
ness of his reproaches with the 
ointment of pity or compassion. 
Let him hold the rod of command 


* “because a prelate must strive with all his might to console sad and desolate souls 
with the word of God.” 
7“Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thy inheritance. ...” (Mich. 7, 14.) 
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of a stern father, and yet harbor 
in his breast the compassionate 
heart of amother. There are some 
priests who, under the guise of 
zeal and fervor, fall prey to ex- 
cesses of anger and rage, and de- 
lude themselves that they thereby 
obsequim se praestare Deo.’ They 
are just as much in error as those 
who twist the word of God into a 
lax condonation of evil. 

St. Bernardine concludes his 
sermon with bitter words about the 
evils of his time; he does not fail, 
however, to depict for us a precise 
and vivid portrait of the good pas- 
tor and Lenten preacher, not only 
for the period of Lent but also for 
the rest of the year. 


Marks of the good shepherd 


The distinguishing marks of the 
good shepherd are: panis in pera; 
canis in fune; baculus cum virga; 
cornu cum fistula. This means: 
bread in his bag, that is, his ser- 
mon safely stored in his memory; 


®“render themselves submissive to God.” 
*“'These are the utensils of the good shepherd .. . 
from the ignorant and foolish shepherd.” 
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his dog on a leash, that is, zeal 
held on the leash of moderation; 
his shepherd’s staff with a stick, 
that is, the symbol of authority 
with the instrument of discreet 
chastisement; a horn and a shep- 
herd’s pipe, which stand for fear of 
divine judgment, together with 
hope in divine mercy. 

Haec sunt vasa pastoris boni, 
concludes the great Sienese 
preacher and saint; vasa quae 
auferuntur a pastore ignorante et 
stulto.® 

The last words are somewhat 
strong, but we readily forgive the 
apostle; he was gifted with such 
vivid imagination and such sweet 
devotion to the Holy Name of 
Jesus, to whom be glory, honor, 
and praise forever and ever. 

Beloved sons! We take leave 
from you with a happy greeting, 
as We wish you a good and holy 
Lent, lived in the grace of God and 
in his devoted service. 


utensils which are taken away 





A reflection of divinity 


. . « The Church, which is interested in all manifestations of the intellect 
and of-human feeling, does not reject secular culture but retains everything 
in it that expresses for us deep interior life. She also teaches us that the 
reflection of divinity which arouses our emotion when we observe it in the 
masterpieces of the past is a very faint representation of the divine like- 
ness in which we have been created. That is the inspiring message left by the 
peoples and the civilizations whose evidence you are preserving and studying 


so carefully in your institutes . . . 


—John XXIII. From an address to the International Union of 
Archaeologists, Historians, and Art Historians. May 15, 1960. 























TPS Digest 


Brief summaries of messages of Pope John 
XXIII which could not be included in this 
issue . . . highlighted for your information 
pending possible publication in full . . . 


On Devotion to the Precious Blood 
A TPS Summary 


From the beginning of Our Pontificate, We have repeatedly invited 
the faithful to cultivate devotion to the Most Precious Blood. We are 
convinced that the concerns of Our Pastoral Office are, first, vigilance 
regarding doctrine, and then, the furtherance of public and private 
devotion. It seems timely to urge Our children to turn attention to the 
indissoluble bond that links devotion to the Most Holy Name, to the 
Most Sacred Heart, and to the Most Precious Blood. 

“Lex credendi legem statuat supplicandi.” The law of belief de- 
termines the law of prayer. It is imperative that the liturgical activities 
of the Church spring from the faith, and that forms of piety be in har- 
mony with one another. Those forms that are minor or of little conse- 
quence must cede to those which contribute to universal salvation. If 
sound faith and wholesome piety direct the lives of the faithful, they will 
be in harmony with the Church and in communion with Jesus Christ. 

In the wonderful progress of liturgical piety in harmony with faith, 
the Apostolic See has repeatedly recommended the above three forms 
of devotion. After these devotions had long been practiced by pious 
Christians, it was still necessary for the Chair of Peter to declare that 
they were in harmony with the Catholic faith and should spread 
throughout the Church. 

It suffices to recall the rich spiritual blessings which Our Predecessors 
attached to the devotions to the Holy Name and the Most Sacred Heart. 
and their promotion by many public pronouncements from the teaching 
authority of the Church. Of these, three encyclicals are outstanding: 
“Annum Sacrum,” “Miserentissimus Redemptor,” and “Haurietis 
Aquas.” 

Likewise, devotion to the Precious Blood did not lack the approval 
of the Holy See, which gave permission for a Mass and Office in honor 





i] 











250 


I| 





| 


TPS DIGEST 


251 




















of the Adorable Blood of the Divine Redeemer. The feast was extended 
to the Universal Church and elevated to the rite of a double of the 
first class to encourage deeper devotion to the Precious Blood. 

Following the example of Our predecessor, We have approved a 
fitting Litany, composed by the Sacred Congregation of Rites, and have 
endowed it with special indulgences. We urge its public and private 
recital. It is Our hope to awaken in the faithful a greater esteem for 
these three forms of piety. 

On the occasion of the approaching feast and month dedicated to 
the honor of the Most Precious Blood, let the people reflect on the 
power of that Blood, and receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist more 
frequently. 

Infinite is the power of the Blood of Christ, the God-Man, and 
infinite likewise is the charity which moved Our Redeemer to shed it for 
us. It is most appropriate that the faithful, born again by the stream 
of this Blood, should adore and love it with deep devotion. 

It is salutary and becoming that worship of the Chalice be followed 
by reception of the Blood, for in the Eucharist, the Blood of Christ 
indissolubly united to His Body is received. Nourished by the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ, the faithful will receive more abundant 
fruits of the Redemption and will more easily bear the tribulations of 
daily life and even the loss of life itself. This Blood, worthily received, 
drives away demons, calls to us the angels, cleanses the world. This 
blood is the price paid for the world. How long will man continue to 
cling to the things of this life and refuse to be concerned for his salva- 
tion? 

Christians should turn their thoughts more frequently to the great 
price paid for our redemption. Their lives would then be more honor- 
able and their good example to others better. The Church of Christ 
would be more effective. The relations between peoples and nations 
would be more brotherly. : 

We are confident that Our paternal exhortations will eagerly be put 
into salutary practice by the faithful and clergy. June 30, 1960. (Other 
data on p. 311.) 


The Canonization of Gregory Barbarigo 
A TPS Summary 


Devotion to the Lateran, the Cathedral of the Bishop of Rome, led 
Us to choose it as the setting for honoring this glorious bishop, Gregory 
Barbarigo. Though We are concluding the solemnities here in St. 
Peter’s, where the majesty of the Church is so strongly apparent, Our 
thoughts return to the Lateran, where, during Our ordination to the 
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diaconate and sub-diaconate, We meditated on all the shepherds of souls 
who had striven to imitate the Good Shepherd. 

When in the seminary, We saw in the rules one purpose: the forma- 
tion of priests who would be ready for any work of the ministry, for 
service to the Holy See, and especially for constant prayer and charity. 

Saint Vincent de Paul died at the time Gregory was named cardinal 
and their names are closely linked, especially by their heroic charity, 
which never ceased echoing the message of God’s love for man, the 
special mark of the Christian religion. 

Four kinds of charity characterized this new saint: care of the poor, 
catechizing of the people, zeal for seminaries and the clergy, and sound 
Catholic scholarship. 

The attractions of court life and of secular culture did not move the 
young prelate strongly, but the needy people of Trastevere did, in the 
plague of 1656. It was not so much his public health system or or- 
ganized forms of welfare that made him venerated by the people, as the 
intimate personal contact he maintained while bringing consolation and 
peace to the suffering people. 

Later as Bishop of Bergamo and Padua, his charity shone forth in 
letters, talks and contacts with the people. It was nourished by inno- 
cence, intense prayer, and deep-seated honesty and devotion to prin- 
ciple. Charity develops most fully in a heart empty of wordly affection, 
ambition, schemes and private interests. 

Charity does not rest content with caring for bodily needs, but gives 
thought to spiritual poverty. False teachings and the decay of moral 
standards are causes of intense anxiety for the Church. Thus she 
stresses the duties of teaching true doctrine and of faithfully living up to 
these teachings. 

This two-fold program Barbarigo undertook in the period of readjust- 
ment of Church discipline following the Council of Trent. How moving 
is the example of his search for souls to instruct and how lasting was 
the harvest from this apostolate! 

When made a bishop, he successfully imitated his model, St. Charles 
Bellarmine, in pastoral letters, synods, and the establishment of schools. 
Furthermore Gregory stands out as a unique example of the effective 
penetration of present-day society through constant, patient teaching 
of Christian Doctrine, especially to the young. 

Through his efforts for the spiritual and intellectual formation of 
the clergy, St. Gregory Barbarigo teaches us the need for charity to the 
Church itself, first of all. In this connection, the charity asked of 
families is solid vocations to the priestly state. The flock needs a shep- 
herd from its own people, familiar with their needs and habits. 

The lofty work of being a pastor of souls requires that mind and 
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heart be so formed as to develop a perfectly balanced personality. 
Candidates for the priesthood need physical, intellectual and moral 
health, balanced judgment, a capacity for endurance, intense piety, and 
a well-integrated training in the liberal arts and sacred sciences. 

The natural setting for a complete vocational preparation is the 
seminary. It is there that the energies of tomorrow’s apostolate are 
developed. 

The seminary must be based on the tradition left by earlier pastors, 
teachers, and other shining examples; but it must also face the needs 
of new times. 

Barbarigo poured the treasures of his soul into his most lasting 
monument, the seminary at Padua. His wise rules for education make the 
classical Roman humanitas the groundwork for profound theological 
and biblical learning. 

He stands as a unique figure for his role in the spread of culture. 
His search for precious works all over Europe for the library of the 
seminary, the establishment of an up-to-date printing office and of book- 
stores and colleges, the impetus he gave to the study of languages and 
mathematics, his attempts to link Europe and the Orient by importing 
rare Oriental lettering for the presses—all these were part of a constant, 
genuine apostolate of truth. 

St. Gregory Barbarigo is not from the forgotten past: he is still a 
model familiar to all. 

Let us take courage. The Church patiently exercises its divine mis- 
sion of teaching, ministering and governing, despite its suffering and 
the murmurings of critics who say the Church does not keep up with 
the times. St. Gregory Barbarigo was a model pastor, who understood 
his own times and the methods needed by those times. 

It is the difficult task of the Church to help man realize his aii 
and eternal vocation, exercise liberty properly, and place fidelity to 
principle and charity to one’s neighbor above selfish interests. Turn 
your eyes to the figures of the past for help in your apostolate. 

Charity to the poor, catechetical work, the cultivation of vocations 
and the spread of culture are glory enough, and insure for any pastor 
a successful apostolate. May 26,1960. (Other data on p. 311.) 


Educators of Disturbed Children 
A TPS Summary 


We are happy to receive the participants in the Fifth Conference of 
the International Association of Educators of Disturbed Youth, who 
strive to call the attention of public opinion to the problems of disturbed 
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youth and its educators, and who contribute to the efforts of the World 
Health Organization. 

Pope Pius XII expressed satisfaction over the profound meaning 
attributed by you to the word “health.” The Church stresses the impor- 
tance of religious and moral factors, as well as biological, in the pres- 
ervation of health, as he stated, and considers health a prerequisite for 
the common good of mankind and the dignity of the individual. We 
pointed out to another group how urgent and how vast is the task of 
re-educating to mental health the disturbed child or adolescent. 

Your purpose and situation demand enormous expenditures of energy, 
extraordinary self-restraint, and unusually well-adjusted personalities, 
to overcome the attrition produced by an upsetting environment and 
by the disappointments, the frustrations, the unpredictable reactions of 
children deprived of affection and psychologically very vulnerable. 
These children require affectionate respect, tireless discretion, and 
sympathy, all of which demand constant self-denial by the teacher. 

A serious preparation in education, sociology, biology, jurisprudence 
and ethics, physical therapy, art and creative activities are indispensable 
for achieving results. However, the most essential requirement lies in 
the personality of the educator. To emotional stability and a mastery 
of his field must be added a solid moral formation, a sense of dedication, 
and a striving for self-improvement. Religious values are indispensable 
for effectiveness in the work of readjustment. 

Observe the results achieved by the religious institutions of Kome, 
which have followed the exhortation of Jesus: “See that you do not 
despise one of these little ones; for I tell you, their angels in ‘heaven 
always behold the face of my Father in heaven.” June 19, 1960.: (Other 
data on p. 311.) 


The Charity of St. Vincent de Paul 
A TPS Summary 


We rejoice over the religious celebrations in honor of Sts. Vincent 
de Paul and Louise de Marillac. We desire that not only your order 
[the Vincentians]| but all Christians venerate and imitate St. Vincent, 
that noble example of charity. St. Louise de Marillac is also an object 
of your veneration today. 

The annals of history can give rise to hopes for today. Following 
past ecumenical councils, a multitude of Christian heroes have emerged 
to stimulate and revivify God’s kingdom on earth. In the period after 
the Council of Trent, there was a great rallying of the forces for holiness. 
The success of St. Vincent de Paul in the spiritual renewal of the clergy 
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and faithful surpasses human considerations, and must be attributed to 
the miraculous powers of God. 

God bestowed upon him wisdom, greatness of heart, and a mystical 
ardor. His supreme skill in intellectual and practical matters, his 
resolute will and tender soul, directed toward Christ, the Church, the 
poor, and the derelict, established a vast variety of organizations in 
the ecclesiastical and social fields, whose benefits are incalculable. 

The Congregation of the Mission, which he founded, everywhere 
promotes religious zeal and the apostolic life. Equally praiseworthy are 
the Daughters of Charity, for whom St. Vincent de Paul was the 
spiritual father and St. Louise de Marillac the spiritual mother. Cer- 
tainly, in St. Louise Divine Providence gave St. Vincent a worthy 
assistant, resembling him in tenderness, magnanimity, and courage. 
She was to be the standard bearer for a multitude of holy virgins and 
an ornament to the Church. 

Through example and inspiration St. Vincent de Paul has presided 
over the promotion and organization of other works of charity which 
have performed manifold good works under his patronage. 

We are convinced that the task entrusted by God to St. Vincent has 
not reached its limits, even though its present scope is vast. For although 
technology and the arts are making daring progress, public and private 
morals are continually deteriorating because of indifference, excessive 
self-love, and the weakening of family bonds. Relations among nations 
are governed by fear rather than by mutual love. A need for greater 
charity among men is indicated, if they are not to perish but to live in 
harmonious union with God and other men. 


Brethren, pursue charity, without which the rich man is poor and‘ 


with which the poor man is rich. In our times, charity, while fostered 
by the same motives that fired St. Vincent de Paul, requires new 
methods in addition to the traditional ones. Today, with distances 
minimized by technological advances and nations brought close to- 
gether, charity should reach the largest possible numbers, at the great- 
est possible distances. 

May St. Vincent de Paul be present at these celebrations so that 
“animated by his spirit we may love what he loved and do what he 
taught.” February 20, 1960. (Other data on p. 310.) 























Mission of the High School Teacher 


An Address of Pope John XXIll to the Italian Catholic 
Association of High School Teachers 


La vostra presenza 


OUR presence here, members 

of the Italian Catholic Asso- 

ciation of High School Teach- 
ers, makes Us very happy. We 
take great pleasure, beloved sons 
and daughters, in showing you Our 
satisfaction by means of a cordial 
welcome. 

While in Rome to hold the Sev- 
enth National Conference of your 
worthy association, you came here 
to greet Us affectionately and to 
listen to Our words. We thank 
you warmly. 


Noble aims 


For years you have been devel- 
oping a comprehensive, bold, and 
intelligent plan of action, aimed at 
improving the intellectual, moral, 
civic and educational formation of 
Catholic teachers in the Italian 
high schools. This noble purpose 
is pursued through the many proj- 
ects your association is currently 
working on and coordinating. Un- 
der its active, ever-present, accu- 
rate, and timely supervision, the 
results have been gratifying. 


March 19, 1960 


The theme of your present con- 
ference clearly sums up the com- 
mitments and the aims of your 
association. Indeed, in speaking 
of the “Training, refresher 
courses, educational self-determi- 
nation, and spiritual formation of 
the Italian high school teacher” 
you bring up for consideration the 
main problems of your profession ; 
and your purpose is to make your 
profession more rewarding, for 
yourselves and for your pupils. 

Upon all this We congratulate 
you, and wish you the most suc- 
cessful results from your current 
sessions. Let Us impart to you a 
few thoughts, the result of Our re- 
flections on the sublimity of your 
mission. May these observations 
help you in the performance of 
your daily duties. 


The object of their work 


The greatness and the responsi- 
bility of the work you are perform- 
ing, often without recognition, be- 
comes apparent if we consider its 
object. This object is the adoles- 
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cent, who is entrusted to you, and 
whom you mold during the years 
which shape his whole future. He 
comes to you like a flower still in 
bud and undergoes an astonishing, 
day-by-day transformation under 
your lovingly observant eyes. The 
adolescent has his own problems, 
needs, and traits typical of his 
formative years; all of these are 
in urgent need of a response, either 
from a spiritual and religious, or 
from an intellectual, emotional, and 
psychological standpoint. Every 
one of your students is unique in 
his individuality, to which teach- 
ing methods must be tirelessly 
adapted, so that your educational 
work can meet the challenges 
which confront it at all times. 


Great responsibility 


We only wish to touch very 
briefly upon these complicated 
problems, which have already been 
handled with fatherly solicitude in 
basic documents and pronounce- 
ments by Our Predecessors. The 
very complexity of these problems 
makes a teacher’s momentous re- 
sponsibilities stand out in full re- 
lief. Now, if this statement ap- 
plies to all teachers, it applies even 
more to you, beloved sons and 
daughters, who receive the adoles- 
cent at an age that. is most pre- 
cious, because it is the most sensi- 
tive and impressionable; he is in 
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your care at the most critical peri- 
od of his formation. If the educa- 
tion of youth has been called the 
art of arts, ars artium, in the ap- 
propriate expression of St. Gre- 
gory of Nazianzus,! an expression 
which was subsequently used again 
by Our Predecessor Gregory the 
Great,? what then must be the 
greatness and responsibility of 
those who, having mastered this 
art and practicing it with enthus- 
iastic skill, must educate the men 
of tomorow? 

This ideal, as it was effectively 
outlined by Pius XII of blessed 
memory, “aims at forming on this 
earth men who achieve perfection 
in their intellectual, moral, scien- 
tific, social, and artistic education, 
each man according to his circum- 
stances, habits, and legitimate as- 
pirations, so that no man becomes 
an outsider or a failure, and so that, 
on the other hand, no man will be 
barred from reaching the summit: 
this is a magnificent and holy 
task, which requires that educators 
be gifted not only with common 
sense and tactfulness ..., but also 
with the skill to grade and adapt 
their teaching to the various de- 
grees of intelligence and ability of 
their adolescent students; and it 
requires, first and foremost, dedi- 
cation, love, and, within the limits 
of the teacher’s capabilities, that 
holy enthusiasm which arouses the 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, March 21-22, 1960. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 

The audience was composed of men and women who teach in the public high 
schools of Italy. The Holy Father spoke to them about the nobility of their profession, 
the quality of their training, and their obligations to the students and society. 
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spontaneous interest of his stu- 
dents and stimulates their desire 
for work.” 


Necessary training 


The magnitude and difficulty of 
a teacher’s task raise it to the dig- 
nity of a true vocation, which he is 
called to place before any profes- 
sional and financial considerations, 
however legitimate they may be. 
The fulfilment of this vocation calls 
for a constant striving toward per- 
fection, and for the unceasing pur- 
suit of excellence in every field, in- 
cluding those educational and 
scientific qualifications without 
which any kind of teaching, no 
matter how brilliant, is ineffectual 
and transitory. This is the reason 
why We are happy about the ex- 
tensive program of studies of your 
present conference, for it has in- 
cluded all aspects of your forma- 
tion, from your college training, 
extremely important, down to a de- 
tailed examination of the special 
skills that are required to cope with 
the new horizons which are open- 
ing up for the modern school. Such 
efforts to improve constantly the 
standards for high school teachers 
are worthy of the greatest respect 
and We are pleased to encourage 
them with Our blessings. 

The vocation of teaching brings 
the purest joys to those who are 
dedicated to it, but it also makes 
severe demands on every facet of 


Or. II, Apologetica; MG 35, 425. 
* Regula past. I, 1; ML 77, 14. 
*To Teachers and Students in Catholic Schools, November 22, 1948; Discorsi e 
Radiomessaggi X, pp. 286-287. 
‘Pius XII, Address to the Second National Congress of the Italian Catholic As- 
sociation of High School Teachers, September 4, 1949; Discorsi e Radiomessaggi XI, 
page 196. 
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a teacher’s personality. These de- 
mands are, first of all, of a general 
nature, but are further specified by 
the duties the teacher has toward 
himself, his students, their fami- 
lies, and society. 


A Christian mission 


The basic requirement for the 
good formation of a teacher — a 
Catholic teacher — is a foundation 
of solid and firm Christian convic- 
tions which, like an invisible, pul- 
sating heart, must give the teacher 
the courage of his ideals and cause 
him to be a luminous example. 

Of course, every Christian has 
the duty to regard his mission in 
life primarily in a supernatural 
light, and must be prepared to 
carry out that mission by the full 
practice of personal virtue. Now, 
in your case, the mission is a very 
special one, which makes you Our 
“direct collaborators in this, which 
is God’s work and the Church’s.” 4 
Consequently, the above-mentioned 
duty assumes a special urgency, be- 
cause for you teaching is not a 
matter of coldly transmitting pre- 
determined material but, rather, 
of forming and molding adolescent 
souls. One cannot give what one 
does not possess; neither can one 
prepare others for a Christian life 
unless one is endowed with those 
gifts which alone can make life 
beautiful and worth living. You 
need, therefore, supernatural in- 
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sight, which will make you pene- 
trate more and more deeply into 
the greatness and dignity of your 
work, and enable you to see it as an 
invaluable auxiliary to the work of 
Christ, the Church, and the family, 
in educating youthful souls. You 
need those good and desirable 
Christian virtues which enable you 
to fit neatly into the social struc- 
ture of the Church. You need the 
theological virtues of faith, hope, 
and charity, and the cardinal vir- 
tues of prudence, justice, fortitude, 
and temperance. First and fore- 
most, however, you must conscious- 
ly and enthusiastically share in the 
true supernatural life through the 
Sacraments, and _ especially 
through the Holy Eucharist, which 
strengthens the soul and disposes 
it to give of itself more and more 
generously. 


Duty to self 


Upon this general foundation are 
based the specific duties of your 
holy profession: first of all, the 
duties toward yourselves, in the 
willing practice of the virtues We 
just outlined, in order to increase 
your capability to perform your 
momentous task better and better. 
This requires a constant widening 
of one’s cultural, psychological, and 
educational background, in an ef- 
fort to understand thoroughly the 
youthful personality and all its 
problems. It implies the acquisition 
of that generous spirit of sacrifice 
which makes one view one’s profes- 
sion as the gift of one’s self to those 





5 Matt. 18, 5. 
° Matt. 20, 28. 
7™“A child deserves the greatest reverence.” (Sat. 14, 47.) 
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with whom Jesus Christ wanted to 
be identified according to His 
words: “And whoever receives one 
such little child for my sake, re- 
ceives me.” *® and as a most invalu- 
able service, imitating the Lord 
who “has not come to be served but 
to serve and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” ® 


Duty to students 


Then you have certain duties to- 
ward your students, which are just 
as important and binding as the 
duties you have toward yourselves, 
because they concern your main 
activity, education. They can be 
summed up as the need to establish 
good rapport with the adolescent: 
you must offer him, first of all, the 
delicate and charitable respect to 
which he is entitled as a human 
being, created in God’s likeness; a 
respect which even pagan writers 
recognized, as is beautifully stated 
in that well-known sentence of Ju- 
venal’s: “maxima debetur puero 
reverentia.” * Such respect stems 
from the recognition of-the adoles- 
cent’s worth as an individual and, 
especially, of his supernatural end, 
which must always be kept in sight 
in the school as well as in every 
other human activity if we want to 
avoid living outside the order es- 
tablished by God. 

The entire range of scholastic 
activities contributes to the estab- 
lishment of a balanced relation- 
ship. This is not done by superim- 
posing a‘set of notions on the 
minds of the students from outside 
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and from above, but, rather, by 
leading them into a shared search 
for the truth and beauty of life and 
culture, of science and art, of the 
history and customs of different 
peoples: by arousing the interest 
and the spirit of cooperation of the 
adolescent; by treating him with 
benevolence, understanding, fair- 
ness, and compassion, in order to 
develop his emotional values, as 
well as his intellectual ones. 

This same teacher-student rela- 
tionship, however, acquires parti- 
cular importance and worth 
through the power of example, 
which the teacher must constantly 
offer in order to edify, encourage, 
and guide the young along the right 
road of life. Whenever such ex- 
ample is not given, the instruction 
offered lacks, as it were, a soul. The 
teacher’s example will appear to 
be all the more necessary, if we 
consider that the high school stu- 
dent has reached the difficult age 
at which he is most vulnerable and 
most exposed to the decisive influ- 
ence of things seen and heard. 


Duty to families and society 


Lastly, the teacher establishes 
with the families of his students 
important and fruitful relation- 
ships which, as We already pointed 
out last year, “can be developed 
beyond a teacher-parent relation- 
ship in order to bring to bear the 
beneficial influence of a faithful 
Christian witness.” * The teacher 
also has a grave responsibility to- 
ward society, because, in preparing 
his students for their future pro- 
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fessional and social life, he teaches 
them how to honor Church and 
country. Furthermore, upon the 
teacher’s unheralded but essential 
contribution depend the happiness 
and security of the future, for 
these are based upon proper and 
healthy formation — religious, in- 
tellectual, and moral — of the new 
generations. 


The good teacher 


What a vision appears before 
Our eyes as We outline, however 
briefly, the greatness and the re- 
sponsibilities of the teacher. You 
see the tasks to which the Lord is 
calling you. There has been much 
talk lately on this subject, and 
many are advocating a more ade- 
quate, more complete fulfillment of 
their mission on the part of our 
schools. We must not forget, how- 
ever, the observations of Our Pre- 
decessor Pius XI, of blessed me- 
mory, as set forth in his basic En- 
cyclical “Divini illius Magistri,” to 
the effect that “good schools are 
achieved not so much through good 
administration as through the in- 
fluence of good teachers, who, ad- 
mirably prepared and_ trained, 
each in his own discipline, and en- 
dowed with the intellectual and 
moral qualifications required by 
their sublime mission, are fired 
with a pure and divine love for the 
young people entrusted to them, as 
a consequence of their love for 
Christ and His Church, of whom 
they are especially beloved chil- 
dren. Therefore, they take the true 


® AAS 51 (1959) 705; English translation in TPS (Winter 1959-60) v. 6, no. 1, 
p. 83. 
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good of family and country to 
heart.” ® 


A word of encouragement 


Forward, then, beloved sons and 
daughters, on the luminous road 
before you, with cheerful and gen- 
erous dedication! It is a difficult 
road, and its difficulties may at 
times blur your vision of the high 
ideals you have set for yourselves. 
However, the strength and the 
grace of God will lift you above 
weariness and discouragement. 

You have recognized, in the su- 
blime and patient figure of Jesus 
Christ, the Divine Teacher and 
Good Shepherd, a perfect model to 
imitate in your daily activity: look 
to Him, then, follow His example, 





°AAS 22 (1930) 80-81. 
* Dan. 12, 3. 
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be nourished by His life, and live 
on His words. To Him We pray 
that He may always sustain and 
enlighten you, in peace of mind and 
heart in this life, and in the happy 
assurance of your promised re- 
ward. “They that instruct many to 
justice” shall shine “as stars for all 
eternity.” 1° 

May Our warm and fatherly 
Apostolic Blessing confirm these 
good wishes and insure the success 
of your goals. May it descend upon 
the national presidency and all you 
members of the Italian Catholic As- 
sociation of High School Teachers, 
and upon your families and the 
schools in which you are training 
the new generations to meet the 
great challenges of life. 








Virtues for High School Students 


An Address of Pope John XXiIll to High School Students of Rome 


Con vivissimo 


E EXTEND to you Our wel- 

W come, dear high school stu- 

dents of Rome, with a feel- 

ing of heartfelt and deep satisfac- 
tion. 

You bring to Us the freshness 
and loyalty of your faith, by com- 
ing here, along with your princi- 
pals, religious instructors, and 
teachers, at the close of another 
school year during which you ex- 
pended generous efforts and en- 
riched your minds and hearts. 

It is always a great comfort to 
your Father—We willingly confide 
this to you—to be surrounded by 
you, Our dear children, who, al- 
though attending many different 
types of schools, are yet united by 
your awareness of the great Cath- 
olic and Roman tradition, which 
finds its highest expression in the 
worship of God and in the practice 
of human brotherhood. Indeed, di- 
vine worship in its purity, and the 
generous expression of brother- 
hood ennobled by grace, are the 
most genuine manifestations of 
Christianity, the touchstone of 
which is the sincerity of man’s re- 


May 19, 1960 


lationship with God and with his 
neighbor. This is the meaning of 
your presence in this church, the 
loftiest temple of Christianity, 
which is filled with a profusion of 
holy memories and artistic treas- 
ures, poured into it to enhance the 
beauty of the Church’s rituals. 
This is the meaning of your won- 
derful response to the Credo, which 
you sang as with one voice. 

This is why today’s encounter— 
like all the other audiences, both 
regular and extraordinary, which 
take place in the Vatican Basilica 
in uninterrupted sequence — fills 
Our heart with sweet happiness, 
and Our spirit with comforting vi- 
sions of Christian hope. 


Audiences with the young 


Of course, it is true that oc- 
casionally the world’s excessive em- 
phasis on the pursuit of pleasure 
gives Us cause for sadness, or 
tempts Us to give in to feelings of 
discouragement and despondency. 
We would like, however, to stress 
the fact that, in contrast to such 
painful impressions, another fact 
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—a very encouraging indication— 
is noted by all those who share the 
Pope’s concern with the priestly 
mission and with education. The 
majority of the people who con- 
stantly attend Our audiences are 
young people: so much so, indeed, 
as to give Us good reason for say- 
ing that general audiences are, 
first and foremost, meetings with 
young people. 

This is surely a cause for great 
rejoicing, because it is to the young 
that the future of the world is 
entrusted. 

You can, therefore, imagine Our 
satisfaction today. After celebrat- 
ing Holy Mass in Our private chap- 
el for the intentions of each one of 
you, We joyfully anticipated the 
sight of our Our Basilica filled with 
the sound of your voices, praying, 
cheering, and exulting. Your pres- 
ence here, dear children, is an indi- 
cation of the survival, and of the 
uninterrupted blossoming, of good 
traditions in Christian families, 
and it is also a sign of vitality, of 

fortitude, and of rightness of pur- 
pose. 

We would now like to expound 
upon the meaning of these three 
qualities, and We invite you to use 
your keen intelligence in carefully 
weighing these meanings. 


Vitality 
A sign of vitality. This is the 
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first impression which one receives 
in the presence of twenty-six thou- 
sand youths who, despite the high 
spirits typical of their age, show 
their willingness to prepare to ful- 
fill their future obligations. 

This vitality is also revealed by 
the occasion which prompted this 
meeting of ours, that is, the closing 
of the eightieth year of operation 
of the Roman Institute “Massimi- 
liano Massimo,” which will soon re- 
sume its pioneering activities from 
its new headquarters, the corner- 
stone of which was laid with the 
blessing of Our predecessor, Pius 
XII of venerated memory. We 
greet with special affection the 
teachers and students of this Insti- 
tute, together with the Jesuit 
Fathers who run it and to whom 
We are grateful for sponsoring to- 
day’s audience. 

In mentioning the “Massimo” 
Institute, We also like to recall its 
numerous graduates, and the grad- 
uates of other beneficent Roman 
schools for boys and girls, both 
public and private, who, engaged in 
their different occupations, are now 
a credit to the Catholic Church and 
a living example of how the 
Church’s and Gospel’s teachings 
can be put into practice in the field 
of domestic and social relations. 

These years are for you happy 
years of preparation, of youthful 
promise, of hopes, which will bear 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, May 20, 1960. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 

This allocution was delivered to thousands of students from high schools of Rome 
conducted by religious. In it the Holy Father discusses the qualities he associates 
with youth, in particular the qualities of vitality, fortitude, and perseverance. 
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well-deserved fruits. This thought 
gladdens and encourages Us. 

Indeed, the physical and moral 
welfare of society as a whole is the 
sum total of individual efforts at 
spiritual improvement, and the re- 
sult of judicious use of individual 
energies. 

The individual desires to be good 
in order to satisfy the imperious 
demands of his own conscience; he 
cultivates his mind in school in 
order to nourish it with a solid and 
satisfying education commensurate 
with the aspiration of his intelli- 
gence. And from this effort there 
eventually radiates a good influence 
that benefits the whole world: this 
is what We call true vitality. 

Perhaps you have often won- 
dered why you have so many dif- 
ferent subjects to study and why 
you must spend hour after hour in 
the toilsome pursuit of various 
ideas and disciplines; if, however, 
you are convinced that this period 
of your life is the time in which 
seeds are sown and germinate in 
silence and secrecy, to blossom 
forth in a happy tomorrow, you 
will be able to persevere generously 
in the effort of those years which 
are required to prepare for your fu- 
ture role in society for the common 
good. 


Fortitude 


2) A sign of fortitude. To the 
Pope’s consolation, dear children, 
and to the consolation of your par- 
ents and educators, an ancient eu- 
logy still rings true and We are 
happy to repeat it: “Bless you, 





See 1 John 2, 14. 
2See Matt. 7, 12 and Luke 6, 31. 





THE PoPE SPEAKS 


young men, 
strong.” 1 

Fortitude is a virtue that is typ- 
ical of youth. While, for all of us, 
the enumeration of the cardinal 
virtues begins with ‘prudence, for 
youth the accent is on fortitude. 
Fortitude matches so well youth’s 
physical strength, its desire for 
harmonious bodily development, its 
love of strenuous exercise, even of 
kinds of sport which make heavy 
demands on physical stamina and 
require a capacity for sustaining 
hardship, a knowledge of one’s pos- 
sibilities and limitations, and a pas- 
sionate determination to win. 

Fortitude is not the same thing 
as recklessness, or haste, or con- 
tempt for other people’s rights, in 
a spirit of arrogant self-assertion; 
nor is it the same thing as physical 
strength cultivated for its own 
sake, at the expense of intelligence 
and heart, of kindness and good- 
ness. 

Fortitude is a Christian virtue, 
the arduous—and even painful— 
habit of rightful thinking; it is 
self-control and primacy of the 
spirit. Fortitude is inseparable 
from the quest for, and love of, 
truth, justice, and equity. Forti- 
tude is the outward expression of 
inner _ self-discipline, of mastery 
over the senses, and of respect for 
others, in conformity with the gold- 
en rule, not only as a negative com- 
mand of not doing, but also of do- 
ing to others what you wish done 
to you.” 

Youth is anxious to place its 
energies at the service of lofty 


because you are 
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ideals. Youth does not like to be 
told, “Don’t do this,” or “Don’t do 
that.” Rather, youth loves the 
words of Jesus: “Do this and thou 
shalt live.” ® 

We feel certain that the Chris- 
tian virtue of fortitude has not lost 
its attraction for you: We hope 
you will practice it in the rightful- 
ness of your will, the purity of 
your body, and the constant exer- 
cise of self-discipline. 


Rightness of purpose 

The presence of the young is, 
lastly, a sign of that rightness of 
purpose which is expressed in the 
virtue of perseverance. 

Within your family circle, in 
school, as well as in the religious, 
cultural, and recreational associa- 
tions to which you contribute your 
youthful enthusiasm, it is rather 
easy for you to adhere to a spe- 
cific code of behavior, and, taking 
advantage of the help which is of- 
fered you, to fulfill the obligations 
you have assumed. A modicum of 
good will is sufficient, within a set 
framework, which stimulates and, 
at the same time, channels your 
exuberant energies. 

A time comes in your life, how- 
ever, when you are called upon to 
make your own decisions on how 
best to use your faculties and your 
particular talents, and how to ap- 
portion your own time; you are 
then left wholly to your own de- 
vices. Woe to you if you should 
lack the virtue of perseverance! 
All your good impulses would then 
die or shrink into insignificance; 
your piety would be reduced to a 





*See Luke 10, 28. 
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few outward expressions of wor- 
ship, which would leave your 
heart untouched; your charity 
would become calculating ambi- 
tion; and your purity would be 
reduced to the outward restraint of 
good taste, or to a hypocritical 
show of respectability. Arrogance, 
irresponsibility, and shallowness 
would ultimately prevail. 

Then would youth be over for 
you; for when ideals no longer have 
the power to inflame men’s hearts 
and to strengthen their wills, se- 
nility and decrepitude are not far 
behind. 

What you need, then, is persever- 
ance in carrying out a determined- 
ly formulated purpose. It has been 
said that life is the fulfillment of 
a youthful dream. Let each one 
of you, then, carry a dream in his 
heart and turn it into a wonderful 
reality. May this dream be a gen- 
erous, rightful, and lofty one. Let 
it be a firm determination to act 
rightly and to build something, at 
no matter what personal cost; let 
it be faithful adherence to a con- 
stantly pure and honorable code of 
behavior, which does not stoop to 
facile compromise, to expediency, 
or to moral surrender. May you 
always act thus for the good of 
your future life and of your future 
family, and for the good of the 
society in which you are going to 
work. 

This is the program which We 
wish to propose for your considera- 
tion, and We are comforted by the 
thought that so many young peo- 
ple accept it, just as you do, with 
ready and generous enthusiasm. 
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Concern for the future 


Beloved Children! Your Father 
looks at you with smiling eyes, and 
feels deeply grateful to you for 
giving him such comfort with your 
presence here today. 

Our joy is, however, tinged with 
sadness, as We pray that the world 
may look upon you not in order to 
conquer you but, rather, to serve 
you; not to set, not to shape arbi- 
trarily, the course of your existence 
but, rather, to help you find out 
what God’s plan is for each one of 
you. 

How can one help feeling uneasy 
at the clouds which are gathering 
on the international horizon? Or 
when the latest technological won- 
ders are used to spread and adver- 
tise the least desirable aspects of 
life and human behavior? 

Avarice, ambition, and arrogance 
have always tried to prevail. The 
ancient words “The whole world is 
in the power of the evil one’ * are 
still as timely as ever. 

We can hardly conceal from you, 
dear young people, who are at- 
tracted by truth, beauty, and love, 
that We fear for your future and 
for your families of today and to- 
morrow. We realize that your feel- 
ings are illumined by the radiant 
light of pure and disinterested love 
and by your aspiration to become 
creators and to deserve that noble 
name. We would be most happy if 
We knew that nothing and no one 
will ever destroy the vision of your 
loftiest ideas. 


Encouragement 
At the thought of his mother 





*1 John 5, 19. 
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each one of you is filled with ten- 
derness and pride. This feeling is 
proof of the respect and love which 
you harbor toward your whole fam- 
ily, and it confirms you in your de- 
termination to obey your earthly 
and your eternal vocation. 

Be of good cheer; and in your 
hour of need—just as you are do- 
ing today, adorned with your lofty 
aspirations and unshakeable deter- 
mination—turn with a trustful 
heart to the Divine Teacher, whose 
encouraging and reassuring figure 
fills your horizon; turn to His, and 
our, heavenly Mother, whose pro- 
tection is the most effective of all 
under all circumstances. 

Lift up your hearts, dear chil- 
dren, lift up your eyes! We too are 
looking up, as though to make out 
in the immensity of the skies the 
movements of the marvelous new 
devices which are a monument to 
human intelligence and one among 
many extraordinary applications of 
modern technology, whose ad- 
vances have surpassed every ex- 
pectation. 


An admonition 


After paying this homage to the 
conquests of man, however, Our 
eyes look much higher and scan the 
immensity of the sky for a sign of 
God’s sovereign might, and from 
Him We draw an encouraging omen 
for the triumph of reason over 
force, of love over calculation, and 
of justice over demagoguery. 

Walk in righteousness and trust; 
cultivate the respect of your fellow 
men regardless of their ancestry. 
Learn to evaluate intelligently the 
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lessons of history, and the demo- 
graphic, cultural, and economic de- 
velopment of all nations. Above all, 
pray to God that He may bless you 
with “largeness of heart as the 
sand that is on the seashore.” ® 

Be patient, and learn how to 
wait. May your open face be the 
outward expression of a sincere 
heart, which will open all doors to 
you, and thus enable you to sow 
the seeds of the Gospel everywhere. 

Listen to the voices which call 
you to great things: to your indi- 
vidual work, honestly and humbly 
performed; to a right conception of 
social service; to the apostolate in 
every field; and, finally, to bearing 
witness omnibus diebus vitae ves- 
trae by a life lived in sanctitate et 
justitia.® 

It is with these feelings of deep 
emotion and gratitude that We 





®See 3 Kings 4, 29. 
*See Luke 1, 75. 
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greet you today. We feel sure that 
in more mature years you will be 
able to come back to this same ba- 
silica to tell the Vicar of Christ 
that, having carried out his wishes 
in your youth, you can re-enact to- 
day’s manifestation with a clear 
conscience and again recite the 
Apostolic Creed in a clear voice, 
holding your head just as high as 
you are holding it today. Then in- 
deed will Our remains in the tomb 
leap with joy! 

And just as We today invoke an 
abundance of heavenly favors upon 
you, your families, your  in- 
stitutes, and your futures, even so 
in confirmation of divine favors, 
will there rise up the cheering 
voices of a new youth, ever blessed 
and dear, repeating the miracle of 
life. 





Working together 








. . . Everything that tends to bring men close together, to make them 
work together for the good of their fellows, is especially worthy of respect 
and encouragement. And, thanks be to God—it is one of the most consoling 
sights in the world today—national and international associations have multi- 
plied in the years that have followed the end of the second world war. 
Thus it is that within the limits of Europe, five, then seven nations were 
associated for tasks which are not solely of a political and military order, but 
also, as the existence of your committee proves, of a humanitarian and bene- 
ficent order; and on this account the Church is very particularly interested 
in it. tn fact, the Church considers that one of the best ways of assuring a 
strong and lasting peace among men is to have them work together in 
practical tasks affecting their real well-being. . . . 

—John XXIII. From an address to the Public Health Committee 
of the Western European Union. April !2, 1960. 








On Biblical Studies 


An Address of Pope John XXill on the Fiftieth Anniversary 
of the Pontifical Biblical Institute 


Abbiamo apprezzato 


ENERABLE brethren and _ be- 

loved sons! Some time ago We 

approved your timely and 
praiseworthy plan to celebrate the 
first fifty years of existence of the 
Pontifical Biblical Institute, a plan 
which is being realized today. It is 
apparent to Us that your joy on 
this occasion is intense; it could 
hardly be otherwise, for these 
years in the institute’s history—as 
was aptly pointed out by Our be- 
loved son, Cardinal Augustine Bea 
—have been fruitful and satisfying 
years, favored with heavenly bles- 
sings. That the institute has had 
the privilege of fulfilling a concep- 
tion of St. Pius X’s is in itself 
enough to make your memories 
forever joyous. We are therefore 
happy to offer a hymn of thanks to 
the Lord for all the-favors which 
He has lavished upon you during 
these first fifty years of your ac- 
tivity. 


Cause for satisfaction 


Our heart is filled with glowing 
satisfaction as We express to you 
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Our fatherly joy and good wishes. 
When that great and holy pope, 
who preceded Us both on the Chair 
of St. Mark and on the Throne of 
St. Peter, decided to found this pro- 
vidential institute (just one of the 
many wise acts of his reign) he 
“showed the whole extent of his 
foresight as universal teacher and 
pastor.” 1 Nor do We wish to con- 
ceal from you the satisfaction We 
derive from seeing the symbolical 
Lion of St. Mark, which adorns 
your coat-of-arms just as it does 
Ours. All these things, and the 
close ties between that saintly pope 
and your institute, combine to 
deepen Our regard for it. We sol- 
emnly express that regard today 
on this happy occasion. 

The thought of fifty years of 
zealous and self-effacing work 
should give us pause, whether we 
consider the long way you have 
come, or look ahead at the horizons 
of future activity which are open- 
ing up before your eyes. 
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Blessings of the past 


A backward glance at the out- 
standing events of the first half- 
century in the life of the Biblical 
Institute demands, first of all, an 
act of profound gratitude to the 
Lord for the uninterrupted se- 
quence of extraordinary favors 
with which He has blessed the in- 
stitute. (You, beloved Cardinal, 
great contributor to the develop- 
ment of this pontifical foundation, 
have stated this vividly and drama- 
tically.) A multitude of reasons for 
gratitude can be found by review- 
ing, even hastily, these eventful 
and meaningful years: the found- 
ing of the institute, which encoun- 
tered great difficulties and even op- 
position; the institute’s fortunate 
economic arrangements; the ex- 
traordinary growth of its activi- 
ties, evidenced by the multiplica- 
tion of the number of its students 
and the increase in its teaching 
facilities and scholarly publica- 
tions, which are continually con- 
tributing to its fame. 

Our immediate predecessor, Pius 
XII of blessed memory, with pro- 
vidential initiative enlarged the 
headquarters of the institute and 
enhanced the value of its activity. 
His enlightened zeal shines in the 
history of the institute alongside 
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the fatherly solicitude of its saintly 
founder. 


The Sacred Heart 


All these events have been excel- 
lently described by you in beautiful 
language, beloved Cardinal, thus 
making it unnecessary for Us to 
repeat already known facts. You 
must allow Us, however, to say that 
the fountainhead of all these bles- 
sings is the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
and that the institute is an impres- 
sive monument to His generosity 
and providence. When all the prep- 
arations for its inauguration had 
been completed, St. Pius X received 
the superiors of the institute, and 
entrusted to them a most precious 
treasure, and the pledge of all its 
future blessings, by saying: “I 
leave with you the Sacred Heart.” 2 
He gave to the words engraved on 
the institute’s coat-of-arms, “Ver- 
bum Domini manet in aeternum,” * 
the additional meaning of lasting, 
certain protection by the heart of 
Jesus. This bright hope was to 
come true, and the years that have 
elapsed since that time are the con- 
firmation of this hope. 

The blessings already received 
are a pledge of new favors to come 
in the future; that is why We in- 
vite you to take heart from the 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, February 19, 1960. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 
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ecclesiastical and civil dignitaries assembled in the Vatican's Hall of Benediction to 
celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the Pontifical Biblical Institute. Founded by 
Pope Saint Pius X, the institute has graduated more than 1200 teachers of sacred 
Scripture and has a present enrollment of 193 students from 36 nations. 
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consideration of past achievements 
and continue in the trail you have 
blazed, with joy, serenity, and as- 
surance. Of course, as happens 
with all human undertakings, much 
remains to be done and all difficul- 
ties are far from being solved ; new 
ones may occur, but you must place 
your trust in Him who protects 
you: “I am with you,”* said the 
Lord, with you who are studying 
and deepening your knowledge of 
His word. Therefore, beloved sons, 
onward “in nomine Domini’! 


A noble task 


Your trust in God must give you 
the strength to look without fear at 
the horizons which are opening up 
before your eyes and at the goals 
which your patient toil is destined 
to attain. 

The task entrusted to the insti- 
tute is indeed a noble and difficult 
one. In his apostolic letter “Vinea 
Electa,” which is, as it were, the 
Magna Charta of your institute, St. 
Pius X states with crystal clarity: 
“The goal of the Pontifical Biblical 
Institute must be to create in Rome 
a center of higher biblical studies 
which will promote biblical re- 
search and all related studies, using 
all legitimate methods at its dis- 
posal, in accordance with the mind 
of the Catholic Church.” *® This is, 
then, the wide and noble horizon 
which opens up before you: sacred 
Scripture with all its hidden treas- 
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ure; the teaching, doctrina, con- 
tained in it. This is a magnificent 
challenge to your intellect, and a 
personal satisfaction to the pope 
who is speaking to you and whose 
main interests have always lain in 
that direction. 

In the homily which We deliv- 
ered on November 23, 1958, “infra 
Missarum sollemnia” in Our cathe- 
dral, the Lateran Archbasilica, We 
stated that: “... the thing We feel 
most of all is an obligation to keep 
on stirring up an enthusiasm 
everywhere for every expression of 
the Divine Book, which God meant 
to cast light on the whole path of 
life from. infancy to the most ad- 
vanced years. . . . Unfortunately, 
in all ages, there are always a few 
dark clouds, arising from certain 
notions that have little to do with 
true science, cluttering up the hori- 
zon whenever men attempt to see 
the Gospel in all its clear and ra- 
diant splendor. This is the task that 
is called to mind by the Book laid 
open upon the altar: to teach true 
doctrine, proper discipline of life, 
and the ways in which man can rise 
toward God.” ® 


In service to truth 


The knowledge that this sacred 
obligation is the banner and the 
mission of your institute, is deeply 
gratifying to Us. The institute’s 
dedication to the study of the Di- 
vine Book is the highest form of 


1“Esortazione al Clero Veneto,” AAS 51 (1959) 379; TPS (Summer 1959) v. 


5, no. 3, 297. 


* Cf. S. Pio X, Promotore degli Studi Biblici (1955) 40. 
*“The word of the Lord remains forever.”—Ed. 


* Aggeus 1, 138. 
5 AAS 1 (1909) 447 ff. 


*AAS 50 (1958) 917; TPS (Summer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, 285. 








272 


service to that truth which We 
have made the first objective of 
Our pontifical rule.? The Biblical 
Institute is, then, pledged to seek, 
enlighten, and divulge the truth 
contained in the sacred Scriptures, 
thereby sharing in the sublime mis- 
sion of Jesus, the Redeemer: “I 
came into the world to bear witness 
to the truth.” ® This labor in the 
cause of truth requires many quali- 
fications : earnestness, a solid foun- 
dation, scientific integrity in study- 
ing and teaching, and, at the same 
time, the strictest adherence to the 
sacred deposit of Faith and the in- 
fallible Magisterium of the Church. 

Scholarly seriousness is your 
first and highest claim to the gen- 
eral esteem and respect your insti- 
tute has earned during the years of 
achievement which you are today 
celebrating. It consists, as you 
know, in the use of new tools of 
learning, as they are gradually de- 
veloped in the course of scientific 
progress; the courage to tackle the 
problems created by modern re- 
search and recent discoveries; and 
the reappraisal, as Pius XII said, 
of “hitherto unsolved difficulties in 
order to arrive at a satisfactory ex- 
planation.” ® 

It is true that this type of work, 
which is carried out in a field that 
is not yet sufficiently tilled, re- 
quires great prudence and intellec- 
tual balance, in order to avoid pre- 
senting results as conclusive which 
are based merely on working hypo- 
theses. This prudent reserve, how- 
ever, does not forbid the considera- 
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tion of the questions which trouble 
the minds of many Christians and 
present dangers and difficulties for 
their faith. Your patient scientific 
toil, while utilizing the most ad- 
vanced tools of the exact sciences, 
is, and must be, animated by a pas- 
toral purpose, an effort to commu- 
nicate to souls the truth that is dis- 
covered and mastered. 

You must not neglect these dis- 
ciplines, for scholarly seriousness 
requires their study and deep un- 
derstanding; however, you would 
betray your obligations if you de- 
voted too much of your time—in 
teaching and in research—to the 
problems of, let us say, the present 
moment, and neglected a great part 
of that divine treasure, which is 
the Word of God and the age-old 
body of interpretation by the Holy 
Fathers and eminent teachers of 
the Church. 


A pastoral function 


As you see, Our heart is especi- 
ally set on promoting the study of 
all matters pertaining to sacred 
doctrine: “doctrinam biblicam .. . 
promoveat,” states the letter of St. 
Pius X, quoted above. Herein lies 
the purpose of your institute, 
which consists not only of training 
specialists in biblical and secular 
disciplines, but also in forming a 
body of scholars, fired with priestly 
enthusiasm and gifted with the 
souls of prophets and apostles. 

In the previously quoted encycli- 
cal, “Divino afflante spiritu,” Pius 
XII summed up the scope of your 


7 Cf. the encyclical “Ad Petri Cathedram,” TPS (Autumn 1959) v. 5, no. 4, 359-83. 


* John 18, 37. 


®*The encyclical “Divino afflante Spiritu,” AAS 35 (1948) 319. 








ON BIBLICAL STUDIES 


studies as follows: “They must 
bring to light, first and foremost, 
the theological teachings of the in- 
dividual books and texts on points 
of faith and morals, so that their 
commentaries . . . may also be of 
assistance to priests in their ex- 
pounding of Christian doctrine to 
the people, and help all the faithful 
to lead a holy life, worthy of a 
Christian.” 1° 

The Sacred Scriptures are unlike 
any other subject of study, how- 
ever exalted: they are God’s Reve- 
lation, which was foreshadowed in 
the soft dawn light of the Old Tes- 
tament, and highlighted in the 
dazzling noonday light of the New 
Testament by Jesus Christ, Savior 
of the World. According to the 
profound teaching of St. Augus- 
tine, “When we hear a psalm, a 
prophecy, the law ... all our efforts 
must be directed at seeing and rec- 
ognizing Jesus Christ therein.” 
From the inspired pages, He is still 
speaking to us and teaching us, and 
giving our souls substantial spirit- 
ual nourishment. 

These profound words by the 
great Doctor and Bishop of Hippo 
are admirably echoed by those of 
another Doctor and Bishop, the 
Protopatriarch of Venice, St. Law- 
rence Justinian, whose teachings 
on the pastoral and sanctifying 
value of Sacred Scripture have be- 
come familiar to Us, as We stated 
almost four years ago in a pastoral 
letter to the clergy and faithful of 
Venice.?” 





% AAS 35 (1948) 310. 
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Listen to the inspired words with 
which he speaks of the Holy Book 
in his work “De contemptu mun- 
div”: “To avoid the entanglements 
of human science, we have the 
oracles of the prophets, the writ- 
ings of the apostles, and the enor- 
mous learning of the saints, who 
do not speak for themselves, but 
rather because Christ is in them. 
... How great is the authority of 
the Divine Scriptures! What treas- 
ures of truth are hidden under the 
veil of their words! A truth all 
holy, adorned with sublime say- 
ings. The Holy Book contains 
nothing sordid, nothing devious, 
nothing empty, and nothing which 
is not worthy of veneration. Its 
truth is magnificent in itself: it 
offers a noble object to man’s ap- 
preciation; it molds the souls of 
the faithful, nourishes those who 
love, leads those who are pilgrims 
on the earth, and cheers those who 
hope, because every time we read 
the Sacred Scriptures we listen to 
Christ speaking to us, consoling us, 
and giving us patience’... ” 18 

Yours is, therefore, a priestly 
work par excellence, and must be 
fired with a zeal which is concerned 
only with the welfare of souls, 
their needs, and the dangers which 
threaten them. It must be a zeal 
which also embraces the needs and 
wishes of your world-wide alumni, 
and continues to give them the 
guidance, the directives, and the 
constant refreshment of _ their 
learning that will enable them to 


" §t. Augustine, Enarr. in Psalm. 98, 1; ML 37, 1260. 
%See A. G. Roncalli, “La Sacra Scrittura e San Lorenzo Giustiniani,” Rivista 


Biblica (1958) 289-94. 


8 Divi Laurentii Justiniani Opera Omnia (Venice: 1721) 422. 
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form properly the modern genera- 
tion of young priests. 


The mind of the Church 


In this light, you can easily un- 
derstand the need, already men- 
tioned above, which exists for ab- 
solute adherence to the sacred de- 
posit of Faith and to the Magister- 
ium of the Church. The charter of 
the Biblical Institute entrusts to 
you the delicate task of promoting 
sound biblical scholarship “accord- 
ing to the mind of the Catholic 
Church,” that is, in conformity 
with norms already established or 
to be established by this Apostolic 
See.” 14 If this absolute adherence 
to the teachings of the Church, 
“the pillar and mainstay of the 
truth,” © is required from all her 
faithful children, it is all the more 
imperative that those teachings be 
the guiding light of all who, like 
you—by the express will of the 
Apostolic See, and by their own 
noble vocation—have made the ob- 
ject of their studies the lofty and 
inscrutable secrets of God con- 
tained in the Holy Book. Since you 
are dealing with sublime realities, 
it is necessary that those who love 
truth and do not wish to change it 
“one jot or one tittle” 1° submit to 
the leadership of the Church with 
complete loyalty. 


A twofold duty 


To combine rigorous scholarship 
with complete submission to the 
deposit of Faith and the teachings 
of the Magisterium of the Church, 





“Cf. AAS 1 (1909) 448. 
*1 Tim. 8, 15. 
1% Matt. 5, 18. 
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requires a great deal of acumen 
and prudence; in fact, it is neces- 
sary to establish clearly on the one 
hand the true significance and the 
degree of certainty of a scientific 
conclusion and, on the other hand, 
the sense and the weight of theo- 
logical doctrine or of a decision by 
the Magisterium of the Church. 
Only serious scholarship and per- 
fect docility toward the “mind of 
the Church” can help find the right 
answers to the various questions, 
and preserve scholars from lament- 
able errors. 

Allow Us, in this connection, to 
recall the words which We spoke 
on the occasion of the recent Ro- 
man Synod in Our second address 
to the clergy: “The grace of God 
assures personal satisfaction to the 
well-disposed who are nourished 
and strengthened by good culture 
drawn, not from meager rivulets, 
but from the copious springs of 
scholarly works, which are pro- 
duced even in our age, in a spirit of 
humble and courageous emulation 
of the great writings of the past by 
the Fathers, writers, and Doctors 
of the Church, the teachers of truth 
for all eternity. 

“In his second Epistle, St. Peter 
sounds a note of caution about the 
special care that is necessary in 
biblical studies: ‘ .. . to which you 
do well to attend, as to a lamp shin- 
ing in a dark place, until the day 
dawns, and the morning star rises 
in our hearts. This, then, you must 
understand first of all, that no pro- 
phecy of Scripture is made by pri- 
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vate interpretation.’ 
19-20)” 17 


Need for prayer 


(2 Peter 1, 


Venerable brethren and beloved 
sons! Your task is surely not an 
easy one, and study alone is not 
enough. You must pray for the 
comforting illumination of the 
Holy Spirit, which “searches all 
things, even the deep things of 
God,” 18 and ask for the assistance 
of His gifts of wisdom, counsel, 
knowledge, and piety. Let prayer 
be the nourishment and inspiration 
of your life of study, according to 
the warning of St. Augustine: ‘‘Let 
them pray that they may under- 
stand. Indeed, in those writings of 
which they are students they read 
that ‘The Lord grants knowledge, 
and learning and intelligence come 
from him.’ ” 1” 

We remind you, therefore, of the 
precious heritage which was left by 
Pius X: “I leave you the Sacred 
Heart”; in this meek and humble 
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Heart you will find a safeguard 
against intellectual arrogance and 
conceit; in this Heart are con- 
tained “all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge.” 

Only thus will you cause the 
noble mission of the institute to 
bear abundant fruit. If the insti- 
tute perseveres in the path of work, 
humility, filial submission to the 
Church, and fervent prayer, it will 
continue to enjoy divine protection 
in the future. 

These are the heavenly favors 
which We wish for you, and en- 
treat from God for you, with Our 
most ardent supplication. As a 
pledge of divine favors, and in con- 
firmation of Our benevolence, We 
are happy to impart to all members 
of the Biblical Institute — superi- 
ors, professors, students, and alum- 
ni, — Our Apostolic Blessing, 
wishing you that “grace be to you, 
and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 2° 


A digest of this synodal talk appears in TPS (Spring 1960) v. 6; no. 2, 157-9. 


%1 Cor. 2, 10. 
® De doctr. chr. 3, 56; ML 34, 89 ff. 
2 Thess. 1, 2. 
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Brief Messages 


and Excerpts 


The sports writer 


Gentlemen of the International Association of Sports Writers, We are 
pleased to comply with your wish to be received by Us for a few moments 
during your Seventh Congress. 

The sports press! It holds a big place in the modern world and attracts 
the attention of an immense public! In fact We would like you to know that 
We take an occasional glance at it Ourselves and notice—sometimes with 
astonishment, sometimes with complete satisfaction—the development that 
this branch of the news has made. 

This development corresponds to the increased importance that sports 
themselves have in the modern world. There are now numerous crowds who 
find wholesome recreation in them each Sunday. Moreover, We note with 
pleasure, that a great many succeed in fitting this diversion into the day 
consecrated to the Lord without failing in their religious duties. And it is 
certainly in accordance with the divine law that after having “rendered to 
God what belongs to God,"' man should also give his body and his mind 
lawful relaxation on that day. 

The development made by sports and by the press devoted to this field 
involves for you, gentlemen, not only an ever growing industry but also 
and above all a sericus responsibility, proceeding from the enormous pos- 
sibilities that are given to you to guide public opinion in this particular area. 

Our predecessor Pius XII, of venerated memory, emphasized this in the 
audience that he granted on November ||, 1951, to the members of your 
general assembly: "As journalists, you assume the task of informing, and, 
what is incomparably more important, of forming opinion ... . in everything 
that relates to sports.’ And to form opinion on this subject is above all 
to habituate it to giving sports the precise position it deserves in human 
activity: neither too trivial, certainly, nor too lofty. 

We Ourselves recently said to the members of the Congress of the Italian 
Sports Center that sport has value which is great, but in its place as "a useful 
instrument for the complete and harmonious development of personality.’ 
[TPS (Autumn 1959) v. 5, no. 4, 394] 

Therefore, always know how to maintain in your writings the balance that 
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belongs in this field. Avoid creating dangerous fictions, exciting undue en- 
thusiasm, or concentrating attention solely on physical values. Thus you will 
be faithful, on your part, to the instruction of the Apostle Paul, who, in- 
cidentally, was very familiar with matters pertaining to sports. We had an 
opportunity to recall this instruction to your colleagues of the Italian Catholic 
Press [Digest in TPS (Summer !959) v. 5, no. 3, 292], and, whatever may 
be the variety of countries from which you come, whatever the diversity of 
opinions that you express, it is indeed worth being remembered by you, 
too: ''facientes veritatem in caritate" (Eph. 4, 15). 


"To practice the truth in love''; there is a plan well suited to hold the 
attention of the journalists of the sports press. In your articles and reports, 
and above all in those which, from Rome, during the approaching Olympic 
Games, will be disseminated in the publications of the whole world, have 
it at heart to be truthful and to offend no one: '‘'veritatem in caritate.'’ It 
is with this hope that We shall leave you today, while expressing the wish 
that the fast-approaching Roman Olympic games will renew for Us the 
pleasure of this morning's agreeable meeting. And We heartily invoke upon 
you all, upon your activities, upon your families and your countries, the 
most abundant blessings. 


—John XXIII. To members of the International 
Association of Sports Writers. April 3, 1960. 


Blessed Marguerite d'Youville 


We are happy to welcome you, dear sons of Canada, who have come to 
Rome for the solemn beatification of Mother Marie Marguerite d'Youville, 
and among you We greet particularly the dear ''Grey Nuns,"' who are over- 
joyed at the glorification of their foundress. 


In spite of the distance, you have come together in great Senin for this 
feast of the Church, which is also, by a very special title, a feast of your 
country, since this is the first time that a flower of sanctity springing up from 
the very soil of Canada is blooming under the arches of St. Peter's. Because 
of this, We are rejoicing with you. We congratulate your bishops here pres- 
ent, the heirs and successors of a line of prelates and apostles, who, following 
in the footsteps of Bishop de Montmorency Laval, have planted the Christian 
faith deep on the banks of the St. Lawrence and throughout your country. 
In particular, We must express Our affection to Our beloved son, the Cardinal 
Archbishop of Montreal, as well as to the very dear Archbishop of Quebec, 
whose See, today become primatial, formerly included within its jurisdiction 
old Ville-Marie, where the Blessed Marguerite lived. 

Very gladly, dear pilgrims, do We offer to you as an example this daughter 
of your people, whom We have just raised to the honor of the altar. From 
the Dufrost de Lajemmerais family, which gave her birth, she received the 
precious heritage of a deep faith. Two of her brothers were priests. In her 
own home, grievously tried, alas, she was a virtuous wife during misfortunes, a 
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widow of dignity and courage, an exemplary mother, who had the consolation 
of seeing ascend the altar the two sons who alone survived of the six chil- 
dren born of her union with Francois d'Youville. 


Your country owes much to those admirable women who have built vigorous 
Christian families, nurseries of priestly and religious vocations. May the wives 
and mothers in your homes find today, in the glorification of one of them- 
selves, a cause for pride and joy, and encouragement to persevere in the path 
of duty. 

When, in 1737, Madame d'Youville, guided by the holy priests of the 
Society of St. Sulpice, laid the foundation for her work of charity, she could 
not have foreseen the long succession of material trials, physical suffering and 
human contradictions through which the Lord would make her pass in order 
to establish her new institution solidly on the rock of faith and humility. If 
today some seven thousand religious, grouped into six independent branches, 
are honored to live in the spirit of the Blessed Marguerite, let us not forget 
that these admirable fruits of good works, produced for two centuries, have 
sprung from the humble seed planted in Canadian soil by this brave woman; 
and that, like all great works of God, it germinated there in suffering for a 
long time. 

Supernatural love for the poor, the sick, the abandoned, was the secret 
strength which animated this great soul. To be good, to be simple, to be 
respectful and tender toward those who suffer, who are humiliated by their 
physical or moral condition; to spread among them smiles and the consola- 
tion of friendship; to radiate upon everyone the warmth of a charity con- 
stantly renewed by meditation on the Heart of Christ—there, dear sons and 
daughters, is the great lesson that you will carry away from the glorification 
by the Church of Blessed Marie Marguerite d'Youville. 

In conclusion, We call down upon the very worthy and very dear Cardinal 
Léger, upon the other members of the Canadian hierarchy come to Rome for 
this event, upon all of you, beloved pilgrims, and in a special way upon the 
Sisters of Charity of Montreal, a generous shower of graces through the 
intercession of the new Blessed; and very gladly We grant all of you Our 
paternal Apostolic Benediction. 

—John XXIII. To Canadian 
Pilgrims. May 4, 1959. 


On the Independence of Togo 


To Our dear sons of the Republic of Togo. 

On the eve of the solemn proclamation of the independence of the Repub- 
lic of Togo, We have, with all good will, received the request that you had 
the clergy and faithful of Togo forward to Us, through the mediation of Our 
venerable and dear brother, the Most Reverend Joseph Strebler, Archbishop 
of Loma. Very gladly do We send you this message of congratulation and 
encouragement. 
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In this historic hour of the rise of your country to political independence, 
dear sons of noble Togo, whom We embrace with universal fatherly concern, 
We are happy to repeat to you the words that We pronounced at the time 
of the recent creation of the first Cardinal of Dark Africa: ‘Our heart turns 
with confident and quiet joy toward the African continent." We salute you; 
We salute also the head of the government and the highest religious and 
civil authorities; We congratulate you with all Our heart. 

You wanted the festivities in celebration of independence to begin with 
a solemn Mass of thanksgiving, sung by Bishop Jean-Marie Maury, who takes 
Our place and will express Our deep affection for you. This ceremony will 
be completed the next day by the consecration of the new state to the Most 
Blessed Virgin Mary. We heartily appreciate your intention to begin with a 
universal and public prayer an act so important in your national life, and to 
offer the first fruits of it, so to speak, to the Almighty who governs His people 
wisely. Such a decision shows how deeply the Christian faith has penetrated 
into your souls, and at the same time gives a happy example to other states. 

Considering the fact that hardly a century separates us from the day when 
the first evangelical laborers began apostolic work in your country, Our heart 
is filled with gratitude for the sweet sight of the Catholic community of Togo. 
Animated by the love of Jesus Christ, brave missionaries left their own coun- 
try and their families—never forget that—to establish among you, in spite 
of a thousand hardships, often at the price of tears and sometimes even of 
blood, a Togo Christianity, modest, but full of fervor, of promise, and of new 
strength. And now your bishops are rightly using all their efforts to bring 
into being the schools that are so necessary for the religious, cultural, civic, 
and economic future of the country; your priests, those who were born on 
your soil and those whose love for souls has brought them among you, welcome 
into their ranks each year a new brother in the priesthood; finally, the numer- 
ous students in the seminaries are for all of you a just reason for hope and 
confidence. 

May your beautiful community therefore be proud of its virtues and of 
its vitality! May Christians be for their fellow men magnetic examples of 
fidelity to the duties of their family, professional, and civic life! May each 
one be careful to work with all his strength for the prosperity of his country, 
dispelling illusions, of which the most serious would be to think that political 
independence solves all problems. Whatever may be your religion, your racial 
allegiance, you must live as good citizens more than ever, take account of 
your political and social responsibilities, solidly establish your national com- 
munity. We fervently ask God that you may quickly realize this beautiful 
program. Before the exalted prospects that independence opens up to you, 
We must make you understand again the wish, marked by such wise realism 
in the field of government, that Our immediate predecessor formulated a 
short time before his death as a solemn and clearsighted entreaty: ‘We ex- 
press the wish that in Africa a work of constructive cooperation may be pur- 
sued, free from prejudice and hypersensitivity, preserved from the entice- 
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ments and narrowness of false nationalism, and capable of extending to these 
peoples, rich in resources and in prospects, the true values of the Christian 
civilization which have already borne such good fruit on other continents." 
(Encyclical ''Fidei donum,'' AAS 49, p. 230) 

These wishes We make Our own. We are confident that the leaders and 
citizens of the new Republic of Togo will make every effort to be inspired 
by these directives, dictated by a lively love for Africa and for the greatest 
good of their community, and will follow in every sphere the way of true 
justice and of internal and external harmony, without which there can be 
neither prosperity nor greatness for a people. With this assurance We heart- 
ily call down upon Togo and its dear inhabitants a great shower of divine 
favors, in pledge of which We grant on this great day a generous Apostolic 
Benediction to all the sons of Togo. 


—John XXIll. Message to the faithful of 
Togo. April 13, 1960. 


The "Campaign Against Hunger" 


You have come to seek the benediction of the Pope for the immense project 
which today is the object of your efforts and interests: the organization, on 
a world scale, of the "Campaign Against Hunger,'' launched recently through 
the initiative of the Director General of the United Nations Food and Agri- 
culture Organization. Be indeed welcome, for your interests in this area 
are united with those of the Church, and the task to which you are giving 
your attention seems to Us eminently worthy of Our approval and encourage- 
ment. What indeed is the Church doing in this world? It is continuing 
Christ's work, of whom it is written that ‘He went about doing good and 
healing . . . qui pertransit benefaciendo et sanando . . ." (Acts 10, 38) So 
she recommends very warmly to her children the practice of the spiritual and 
corporal works of mercy, and among these last the one that heads the list 
states precisely this: ‘to feed those who are hungry." 

Certainly, ‘not in bread alone doth man live" (Deut. 8, 3), Holy Scripture 
teaches us and experience confirms for us. However, it is by the multiplication 
of this essential material food that Christ wished, twice during His mortal life, 
to manifest His power to the crowds that followed Him. And if He made use 
of a miracle then to turn minds toward spiritual realities, no less did He wish 
to satisfy bodily hunger. The Gospel, which brings us these episodes in 
detail, even specifies the deeply moving sentiments that then animated the 
divine miracle worker: ''Misereor super turbam.' He said, ''l have compassion 
on the crowd, for behold, they have now been with me three days, and have 
nothing to eat; and if | send them away to their homes fasting, they will faint 
on the way." (Mark, 8, 2) 


Is not your activity, gentlemen, inspired by similar sentiments? You are 
animated, certainly, by the love of justice, by the desire to assure a more 
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equitable distribution of the goods of this world among all men; but also, 
after the example of Christ, you are experiencing deep compassion at the 
thought of this innumerable multitude of under-nourished people—more than 
half the human race!—who are awaiting a gesture of mercy from their more 
favored brothers. To draw them out of their wretched state and to make 
accessible to them an intellectual life and a moral life more worthy of man, 
more conformable to the will of God, an enormous collective effort is nec- 
essary. You have understood this, and you are preparing to collaborate with 
the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, with the aim of 
assuring the success of this vast undertaking. 

We do not have to say again here all the good that We think of that 
organization. Not so long ago We received the delegates who were partici- 
pating in its recent biannual conference. ''The Church," We said to them, 
"is vitally interested in the FAO.'' And We added: "What a great and 
beautiful sight you are indeed putting before her maternal eyes, with your 
technicians at work in the whole world to organize the ‘struggle against 
hunger,’ to labor for the betterment of soils, of plantations, of animal species, 
of dairy farming, of the exploitation of forests . . . and all that in order at 
last to help the most unfortunate of our brethren, the most abandoned, those 
who are suffering, those who are hungry! A great and wonderful sight indeed, 
that inspires admiration, edification, trust in the future."' [Address to the 
Delegates of the FAO, November 10, 1959, AAS 51 (1959) 865. Digest in 
TPS (Winter 1959-60) v. 6, no. |, pp. 44-5.] 

That is what We said to the delegates of the FAO last November. But it 
would be pointless to take pleasure in what has already been done, if one did 
not find it a stimulus for what remains to be done. 

What remains to be done—in truth, an immense task! It is first of all to 
draw the attention of the whole world, if possible, to the sad problem of 
hunger and undernourishment. And that is the first goal of the campaign to 
which your organizations are going to contribute their thinking and their 
action. 

Millions of human beings in the: world are suffering from hunger; others, 
while not actually hungry, do not get enough of the foods that they need. 
There are the facts. It is necessary to know them, to preach them from the 
housetops, according to the word of the Gospel. Praedicate super tecta! 
(Matt. 10, 27). It is necessary to awaken consciences to the meaning of the 
responsibility that weighs on all and on each, especially on the most favored. 
No one today, in a world where distance no longer counts, can give the 
excuse that the needs of his far-away brother are not known to him, nor 
can one say that the task of helping this far-away brother is not his concern. 
We all have a solid responsibility toward undernourished populations. It is 
this conviction that your organizations are going to help instill in the mind 
of the public, which, once enlightened, will demand appropriate measures 
and support their fulfillment. 

The second goal of the "Campaign Against Hunger" is to institute these 
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measures, that is, to take direct action for raising the levels of production 
and consumption in undernourished areas. World production of food com- 
modities does not answer the needs of all men, especially in view of the 
anticipated increase in population in the years to come; and besides, the 
available foods are not equally distributed. It is therefore necessary to 
cultivate new lands and to increase food production in areas already being 
utilized. There again your organizations—in accordance with the objectives 
and traits proper to each one of them—will have to suggest projects for 
action and research, to co-operate in their execution, and to collect from 
their adherents the contributions which will allow them to arrive at concrete 
results without excessive delay. It is enough to mention the importance of the 
collaboration that is asked of you. 

We are experiencing a lively joy at the thought of the immense possi- 
bilities of this campaign, which will have, We are sure, the support of all 
sympathetic men, and of all institutions, private and public, really concerned 
about the welfare of humanity. So We have confidence, in giving you Our 
most hearty encouragement, that the echo of Our voice will reach beyond 
those who are now listening, to all men of good will, as an urgent invitation 
to share in this great outburst of generosity, in this enormous "work of mercy," 
which the ''Campaign Against Hunger'’ is going to be. And it is very gladly 
that from this moment We call down upon all those who will participate, 
whether individually or collectively, and in a very special manner upon you 
yourselves and your organizations, the greatest blessings of the Almighty 
and Merciful God. 

—John XXIII. To the Tenth International Conference 
sponsored by the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization. May 3, 1960. 


To missionary bishops 


... This solemn gathering of faithful in the holiest shrine of Christianity 
is a symbol of the “opus divinum" of tireless Catholic evangelization of 
the whole human race. To all of you, as well as to Us, it must be an incen- 
tive, a lofty and exemplary model of people living together in due order 
and mutual cooperation. In this each acts according to his own particular 
gifts and vocation, and, in proportion to his intelligence and good will, con- 
tributes to the worth of the individual, the honor, prosperity and security 
of the family and the civilization of the whole world. 


Surely you understand Us, dear sons. For the past weeks millions of people 
have been anxiously and painstakingly scrutinizing, evaluating, anticipating, 
and also misunderstanding, the words, gestures, and behavior of the world 
leaders with whom rests the fate of their peoples and whose decisions at 
the summit on the issues of peace and—God forbid!—war are going to 
affect the whole world. 


Since we are educated in the school of heavenly things, we can always 
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readily and clearly distinguish between our temporal and our eternal ad- 
vantages: ‘Seek the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be given to 
you besides.'’ (Luke 12, 31) However, it is ''these things’, namely, participa- 
tion in and enjoyment of earthly goods, which are a point of contention 
and can degenerate to the detriment of the higher end of man's spiritual 
and immortal life. To what advantage are missionary activities and the mul- 
tiplication of apostles of the Gospel dedicated to serving truth, justice, and 
human and Christian brotherhood, if the partial or total bewilderment of 
men and nations ultimately allows violent oppression to destroy all possibili- 
ties of lawful and peaceful coexistence among men? 

Beloved brethren and sons! This indeed is the hour of "'sursum corda”’ 
for all of us. 

May the consecrated hands of pastors and newly-ordained apostles be 
lifted, together with Ours, in a gesture of supplication and in a spirit of 
unity with the Universal Church; may Our spiritual unity be an example 
to the wise and powerful heads of the world-leading nations in their efforts 
at fulfilling their tremendous responsibilities, so that mutual respect for the 
freedom and dignity of individuals, families, and nations may prevail. 

The Church of Christ—and with her all those who share her concern for 
universal charity—is always present wherever the fate of a nation is decided, 
and wherever people are toiling and suffering. The Church was not estab- 
lished yesterday. For twenty centuries she has been living and struggling,” 
not with the weapons of violence, but with those of charity, prayers, and 
sacrifice. These are matchless and invincible weapons, because they are the 
weapons of the Divine Founder of the Church, who said to His disciples at 
the most solemn hour of His life: ''Confidite: ego vici mundum: Take courage: 
| have overcome the world."' (John 16, 33) 

O Jesus Christ, Our Savior, glorious and immortal king of nations and 
centuries: the earth and the heavens worship, bless, and love you.- So be it, 
so be it for all eternity. 


—John XXIII. From an address during the consecration ceremonies 
of fourteen missionary bishops. May 8, 1960. 


Vocations and Latin America 


. .. The future holds great promise for the Church in the vast territories 
of Latin America and We are firmly convinced that the Catholic spirit and 
Catholic life there are strong enough to warrant the brightest hopes. The 
spiritual wealth which was invested in those countries in the past, and the 
even greater spiritual outlay which is contemplated for the future, will surely 
yield abundant returns in holiness and grace, to the greater glory of the 
Church. However, this latent fruitfulness awaits priestly hands, generously 
sowing the seeds of the apostolate; it awaits hands to help the Hierarchy, 
from the compact ranks of religious men and women who devote themselves 
to spreading and testifying to the Gospel. A pressing need is also felt for 
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support by an enlightened, well-prepared, docile, and zealous laity, who must 
walk on the paths newly opened to the spread of God's kingdom, side by 
side with those who bring peace and good tidings. (See Isa. 52, 7; Rom. 10, 15! 

This is why all those who wish to share the apostolic concern of Our heart 
must spare neither effort nor sacrifice in order to fulfill the expectations 
of that continent. 

Vast horizons will open up before your congregations, if only they can 
generously spare for this effort a large enough number of priests and religious 
men and women, who will cooperate with the local bishops that are waiting 
for them with open arms. The field to be tilled is vast, and will tax all your 
energies: you must work with the spirit of apostles who sacrifice themselves 
to prepare the ground so that future generations will reap abundant harvests: 
“although they go forth weeping, carrying the seed to be sown, they shall 
come back rejoicing, carrying their sheaves.'' (Ps. 125, 5) Whatever is invested 
now, in sweat and toil, will some day bring ample returns to the men and 
institutions that took this cause to heart, and such returns will, in turn, produce 
fresh energies and further results. 

lt is only natural that the chief remedy for the present situation should be 
to promote and carefully nurture priestly and religious vocations. Only an 
upsurge of vocations can guarantee a successful future for the Catholic 
Church in Latin America. Also not to be forgotten are the problems of lay 
formation, schools, large-scale parish missions, and religious instruction for 
all the faithful, regardless of age or social class, for which the modern mass 
media of television and the press can be used to advantage. We outlined a 
program for these categories of urgently needed pastoral work in Our pre- 
viously mentioned address to the members of the Latin American Bishops’ 
Council, to which We take the liberty of calling your attention. 

To conclude the present audience, We repeat Our invitation to your insti- 
tutes to cooperate with the local hierarchy, in a spirit of harmony and loyal 
obedience, in the pursuit of the higher interests of the Church and of souls. . . . 

The extent of today's need calls for a bold plan of action; tomorrow may 
be too late to deal with the onslaught of disruptive forces which all over the 
world are endeavoring to hinder the advance of the Catholic Church, espe- 
cially in those areas where the strength of the armies of God does not appear 
to be equal to the multiplicity of local needs. You must place your trust in 
the Lord, who will reward a hundredfold every effort which is made in His 
name and which is prompted by a lofty and selfless concern for the needs of 
the Catholic Church: "God loves a cheerful giver." (2 Cor. 9,7). . . 

—John XXIII. From an address to an audience 
of religious superiors. March 25, 1960. 


Model for Pastors 


. . « The first and most urgently needed charity that the Church asks 
of families and of parishes is this: that they seek out and supply many sure, 
firm vocations to the priestly state. 
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. . . The flock needs a shepherd of souls to guide it to the life-giving 
pastures; he ought to come from his own people and be familiar with their 
needs and habits and their spiritual requirements, so that he may meet them 
with the most devoted charity. 

. . . A work as lofty as this calls for internal formation of the mind and 
heart directed at developing a perfectly balanced personality; and so can- 
didates for the priesthood need all of these things: physical, intellectual and 
moral health, and balance in judgment and in work; a capacity to bear all 
things; intense piety; a well balanced and well integrated training in the 
liberal arts and the sacred sciences that will have the former paving the 
way for the latter. 

The natural setting for a complete vocational preparation of this kind 
is the seminary, the heart of the diocese. It is an institution of primary 
importance—as a matter of fact, the niost important of all, for the energies 
and forces of the apostolate of tomorrow are developing within it. It must 
be rooted in a healthy tradition that draws on the priceless heritage that 
holy pastors, enlightened teachers and other men who were shining examples 
have left in every diocese, and at the same time it must turn to meet new 
needs and keep pace with the times. 

. . . St. Gregory Barbarigo is not someone coming back to Us from 
out the depths of forgotten ages; here more than three centuries after his 
death, he is still familiar to the people of Venice and to others as well, still 
a model encouraging all, as he was for the clerics and faithful of his own time. 

Let us take courage. The Church is well aware of its task of teaching, 
ministering and governing. The Church moves along patiently and serenely 
in the exercise of its divine mission, above and beyond the wounds that make 
it suffer and bleed, above and beyond the ill-tempered murmurings of un- 
authorized critics who insist on pointing out new roads to her and who 
threaten all sorts of misfortune because she is not keeping up with the times. 

The presence of all the pastors of Padua at the Canonization of Gregory 
Barbarigo is quite significant in this regard. It is the voice of approval of 
the pastors of souls who are in direct contact with the people, exalting the 
new saint as a model of the wise and prudent pastor, who is able to under- 
stand his own times and discover the methods that are needed to make the 
Kingdom of God triumph in the consciences of individuals, in families, and 
in whole peoples. 

In every age, the Church devotes itself to its task of helping man to 
become aware of his earthly and eternal vocation; to look upon the proper 
establishment of the hierarchy as the gift of Providence that it is; to use 
liberty as it should be used; to put fidelity to principle and service of 
neighbor ahead of personal interests and whims. 

Beloved pastors and priests! Your life is often difficult and at times it 
may be beset by thorns; in each situation you face, turn your gaze to the 
austere figures of the great bishops of the Church of all ages, in the East 
and in the West, in ancient times and in the most recent dioceses that are 
the fruit of the missionary work of modern times. 
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In different ways, you will find in each of them the same pure life-giving 
fluid that nourished the pastoral interests and cares of St. Gregory Barbarigo. 


Charity toward the poor, the teaching of religious doctrine, the cultiva- 
tion of vocations, and help given to the spread and development of culture 
are glory enough for any pastor; they insure a successful apostolate any 
time, anywhere... 

—John XXIII. From an address on the canonization of 
St. Gregory Barbarigo. May 26, 1960. 


To surgeons 


. . . First of all, We would like to ask you always to preserve a brotherly, 
respectful attitude toward human suffering. Never forget that you have the 
power to do something about the suffering of your patients, and that, in a 
manner of speaking, you are its master—at least partially—because the 
steps you take often result in a lessening of suffering, if not in its outright 
elimination. By constantly attending to his physical suffering, you are truly 
confronted by man as a whole: a body and a soul closely united and inter- 
acting, the former a perishable thing, as is only too obvious, and the latter 
an immortal entity, which will re-animate the body at the end of time in 
order to have it share—at least as far as the just are concerned—the glory 
of the blissful vision of God. Thus, the nearness of the deep mystery of 
human suffering can only remind you of man's lofty destiny, and, con- 
sequently, of the greatness of your mission. 

However, let those among you who are Christians never forget to see in 
their patient a likeness of Jesus suffering! Let them also constantly keep before 
their eyes Jesus our Savior, as their divine model; and let them be fired 
with the desire to follow, faithfully and humbly, in the footsteps of Him who 
walked the earth “doing good and healing all,’ benefaciendo et sanando 
omnes! (Acts 10, 38) Not only did Jesus perform miraculous deeds and 
relieve all forms of misery, but He also was respectful of the personal dignity 
of the recipients of His favors: He never healed anyone unless the person 
concerned manifested a desire to be healed, at least implicitly. 

Therefore, gentlemen, practice your noble profession with these lofty 
intentions, and you will then be justified in hoping to hear the Lord welcome 
you with the sweet words promised to us in St. Matthew's Gospel: "Come 
blessed of my Father... 1 was... sick and you visited me.'’ (Matt. 25, 34-36) 
Such words are meant for those who practice the works of mercy: they are 
the expression of Jesus Christ's gratitude for the care He Himself receives 
in the person of one of His human brothers. May we too serve our brothers 
with all the wisdom, courage, and love of which we are capable, so that this 
longed for call to perfect bliss may be addressed to us on the day chosen 
by Divine Providence! ... 

—John XXIII. From an address to the International College 
of Surgeons. May 16, 1960. 














BRIEF MESSAGES AND EXCERPTS 287 


The Annunciation 


. . » The Feast of the Annunciation commemorates the mystery of the In- 
carnation of the Word and the elevation of the whole human race in Him 
and through Him. The Word is made flesh and comes to dwell among us: 
‘And we saw his glory." (John 1,14) This divine glory illumines mankind, and 
permeates it deeply through Him in whom ''dwells all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily.’ (Col. 2,9) The Virgin Mary, who was chosen to be His 
Blessed Mother, by giving Him the human nature He assumed in her immacu- 
late womb, offered Him the whole human family, which was thus restored te 
the certainty of a new life. In this mystery ... Our Lady “became a symbol 
of the Church, which is an immaculate Bride. A Virgin conceived us by the 
Holy Spirit, and a Virgin gave birth to us without pain." (St. Ambrose, Expos. 
in Lucam 2,7; ML 15,1635-36) This vision opens limitless horizons of grace 
and salvation before the whole world. Like a universal call, it summons every- 
one to render continuous and efficacious the work of the Redemption, which 
the Divine Savior began the moment He was born into the world to fulfill 
the will of the Father. This is the secret of the priestly mission and of the 
persuasive force of the call for vocations. This is the meaning of the extra- 
ordinary renaissance of religious communities, both ancient and modern, the 
aim of which is to extend and cooperate in the sanctifying mission of the Son 
of God through the multiplicity of their tasks and contributions. .. . 

—John XXIII. From an address to an audience 
of religious superiors. March 25, 1960. 











To the Catholics of Africa 


A Radio Broadcast of Pope John XXill on Pentecost Sunday 


Lors de la premiére 


EAR Children of Africa! On 
the day of the first Pente- 
cost, men of many different 

countries who had gathered in 
Jerusalem heard, in their own lan- 
guages, Peter and the Apostles 
preach “of the wonderful works of 
God:”! such was the miraculous 
effect of the descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon the Apostolic College. 
Today the humble Successor of 
Peter is happy to accept the invita- 
tion extended to him by twenty- 
three French language radio sta- 
tions, and to address the children 
of the noble African continent, just 
as, long ago, Peter addressed the 
multitude which surrounded the 
Cenacle. 

Although only Our voice can 
reach you, We want you to know 
that We are among you with Our 
thoughts and Our heart as well. 
We are speaking to you from Our 
Vatican residence, which is located 
very close to the tomb of St. Peter, 
and we like to picture you, gath- 
ered in groups around your radio 
sets, in your houses, in the mis- 
sions, and, in some places, out- 
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doors, attentively listening to Our 
words. 

What a great joy for the Com- 
mon Father of your souls! What a 
great joy for you, too, We are cer- 
tain! Let Us thank the good Lord 
for this. Let us also thank the tech- 
nicians who are making this pleas- 
ant conversation possible. 


Early Christians in Africa 


Africa is a deeply religious con- 
tinent, blessed by God. Is this why 
it was chosen to give shelter and 
protection to the Holy Infant 
Jesus, when the Holy Family fled 
from cruel Herod? Then, it was not 
long after Pentecost that Africa 
fervently welcomed the seeds of 
Christianity ; it was thus that there 
rose up a glorious troop of martyrs, 
among whom shines, with extraor- 
dinary splendor, St. Cyprian. 
Thriving communities were estab- 
lished on the shores of the Medi- 
terranean; the desert was popu- 
lated by hermits, such as St. An- 
thony, engaged in fighting the 
devil with fasting and prayers. At 
Hippo, St. Augustine governed 
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with wisdom and theological learn- 
ing the Church entrusted to him. 

Later Divine Providence allowed 
the light of the Christian Faith to 
be dimmed for a while in several 
areas of the African continent. A 
burning love for Jesus Christ, how- 
ever, very soon drove a number of 
children of the Church toward the 
regions which had either forgotten 
our good Savior or had never 
known Him. Missionaries did not 
spare any efforts in order to bring 
their African brothers the inestim- 
able gift of the Catholic faith; 
neither separation from their coun- 
try and their families, nor hunger, 
nor thirst, nor illness deterred 
them. They were even happy to 
shed their blood for the land which 
had become so dear to them. And, 
behold! The blood of these mar- 
tyrs, as during the early times of 
the Church, became the seed of 
thriving Church communities. 
“Sanguis martyrum, semen chri- 
tianorum.” 


One in Christ 


The Church welcomes. these 
Christians from Africa with the 
same affection which she bears for 
her other children, because she is 
the common fatherland of souls. As 
St. Paul reminded the Galatians, 
“you are all the children of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus. For 
all you who have been baptized into 
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Christ, have put on Christ. There is 
neither Jew nor Greek; there is 
neither slave nor freeman; there is 
neither male nor female. For you 
are all one in Christ Jesus.” * 


Interest of the Church 


The Church is entrusted with the 
mission of progressively demon- 
strating this deep-seated unity of 
the human race. This is now the 
task of the College of Bishops, who 
have taken the place of the Apos- 
tles: and Peter and his successors, 
in the course of the centuries, 
showed their concern for Africa 
many times. There is no need for 
Us to remind you of the important 
and recent Encyclical Letter “Fi- 
dei Donum”, in which Our imme- 
diate Predecessor focussed the at- 
tention of the faithful “on Africa, 
at the hour in which it is opening 
its doors to modern life, and is go- 
ing through what are perhaps, the 
most fateful years recorded in its 
ancient annals.” We would merely 
like to express to you once more— 
as We did only a short time ago on 
the occasion of the celebration of 
the independence of Togo — Our 
great satisfaction in witnessing the 
emergence of these sovereign 
states. The Church rejoices on 
their account, and trusts in the 
willingness of these young states 
to take the place that accrues to 
them in the community of nations. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, June 8, 1960. French text. Translated for The 
Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 
The directors of twenty-three French language radio stations in Africa had requested 
the Holy Father to address the Catholics of that continent. In his talk Pope John 
stresses the problems and responsibilities of the newly independent African nations. 
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Guidance from the Church 


All the problems which confront 
them, however, are far from being 
solved. Each government must be 
especially mindful to achieve a 
sound development of its own na- 
tion, based on a realistic appraisal 
of its actual possibilities, and re- 
specting — first and foremost — 
those genuine spiritual values 
which are identical with the true 
soul of a people. The Catholic 
Church received from her Founder 
a doctrine which enables her— 
while remaining in the moral and 
religious field and leaving to the 
civil authorities the responsibility 
for their own acts—to respond 
gladly to the challenge of difficult 
human problems. The Church 
places at men’s disposal a set of 
rules of behavior for their person- 
al, family, professional, political, 
and international life. This code of 
behavior is always inspired by re- 
spect for the dignity of the indi- 
vidual and for the requirements of 
the common good. 

The Church is also sympathetic 
to the steps which are being taken 
to improve the condition of women, 
and is working for this herself in 
every way. Likewise in the face of 
the conflicts which arise—and 
sometimes, alas, explode into vio- 
lence—between peoples of the same 
country, the Church upholds the 
interests of the common good 
above legitimate individual inter- 
ests. Consequently, she advises 
the citizens of a country to re- 





* Acts 2, 11. 
? Gal. 3, 27-28. 
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nounce some custom or other for 
the benefit of the community of 
their compatriots. Moreover, the 
Church also maintains that when 
several individual countries are 
bound to one another by geograph- 
ical or economic needs, it is ad- 
visable for them to make sacrifices 
in favor of the large group of 
states. 


An African hierarchy 


This prompts Us to repeat that 
the Church feels as much at home 
in Africa as in any other part of 
the world. You have surely kept 
alive in your memory the day on 
which Pius XII conferred the epis- 
copal dignity on African priests 
for the first time. Lately We Our- 
selves had the pleasure of conse- 
crating some African archbishops 
and bishops, in the Vatican Basil- 
ica, with Our own hands, thereby 
giving Our dear African children 
pastors of their own race. We even 
had the privilege of naming the 
first native cardinal from your con- 
tinent, Our most beloved son Lau- 
rian Rugambwa, Bishop of Rut- 
tabo. By virtue of his cardinal’s 
purple, you realize, the new mem- 
ber of the Sacred College partici- 
pates in the central government of 
the Church. 


The task ahead 


This new status of the African 
churches, however, is only the first 
stage. For a long time to come 
they will still need brotherly assis- 


® Encyclical letter, Fidei Donum, AAS 49 (1957), 227; TPS (Winter 1957-58) v. 
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tance from countries with an an- 
cient Christian tradition. All the 
bishops We recently consecrated 
told Us repeatedly: “Don’t let the 
missionaries leave us too soon!” 
Allow Us, therefore, to take this 
opportunity to subscribe whole- 
heartedly to this wish, which is 
prompted both by gratitude and by 
realism. 

In fact, following the efforts ex- 
pended for the formation of priests, 
action is urgently needed to make 
the Christian laity fully aware of 
their role in the Church and in 
society, so that they can fulfill this 
role successfully. Schools for cate- 
chists and training schools for the 
leaders in Catholic Action and in 
trade union activity, instruction 
centers in hygiene and social work, 
and centers of Christian culture for 
the highly-educated, are all urgent- 
ly needed. We keep Ourselves post- 
ed on all the latest successful proj- 
ects which are being initiated in 
these fields. We are also aware of 
the good will with which the urg- 
ent appeal of Fidei Donum has 

“been answered and We do wish to 
affectionately encourage and pater- 
nally congratulate the dedicated 
workers in all those fields in which 
non-African personnel can be es- 
pecially useful. 


A new Pentecost 


A Pentecostal wind is blowing 
once again over Africa. We were 
deeply moved by this thought a 
short time ago as We spoke the 
moving words of the Pontifical 
over the new bishops whom We 
gave you: “Accipe Spiritum Sanc- 





‘Prayer for the Ecumenical Council. 


tum,” receive the Holy Spirit! For 
Our part, We never cease from en- 
treating the Lord to cause His Spir- 
it of Holiness to descend upon His 
Church, in Africa and in the whole 
world, together with an abundance 
of His gifts: Et Renovabis Faciem 
Terrae, and the face of the earth 
will be renewed! In concluding this 
message, We urgently request you 
to join Us in this prayer: “O Di- 
vine Spirit, accomplish once more 
the miracle of a new Pentecost in 
our time! Grant that the Catholic 
Church — gathered in unanimous 
and fervent prayer around Mary, 
Mother of Jesus, and guided by 
Peter, living in his successor—may 
extend the Kingdom of the Divine 
Savior, and the Kingdom of jus- 
tice, love and peace!’ 4 

With this confident hope, We en- 
treat for you, through the interces- 
sion of the Most Holy Virgin, and 
through the mediation of all the 
African saints, an abundance of 
heavenly favors. We pray that such 
favors be granted especially to 
children, to the humble, to those 
who are physically suffering from 
disease and hunger, and to those 
who are denied their basic human 
rights. We also do not forget 
those who are _ enthusiastically 
working to make the true living 
God known and loved: prelates and 
priests; religious men and women, 
dedicated either to contemplative 
prayer or to works of mercy; and 
courageous catechists, serving in 
the ranks of Catholic action. We al- 
so pray to God for your civil au- 
thorities ; We realize what burdens 
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of responsibility they are carrying tice. Embracing them all in Our 
on their shoulders at the present heart, We impart Our most affec- 
juncture, and We ask God to give tionate Apostolic Blessing to all of 
them strength, wisdom, and jus- you. 


Z 


Strength from the Eucharist 


... The Eucharist is always our Shepherd—Pastor noster—no longer suf- 
fering, but still hidden from our eyes, and sometimes forgotten even by 
those who believe in His real presence. He is the eternal source of living 
water—fons aquae vivae—whence spring treasures of grace accessible to 
all; the source whence each can draw the strength to surmount daily hard- 
ships, the courage to profess his faith firmly, generosity in the exercise of 
love and service for his fellows. 


On the contrary, where men are estranged from Christ, when eucharistic 
fervor is weakened or stifled, it is then very hard for men to understand 
each other, love grows cold, sin overwhelms souls and hearts.- This is the 
sad reality of history, the repetition of what happened—the liturgy re- 
called it to us yesterday—at the death of Jesus: the sun grew dim and the 
earth was covered with darkness. ‘Tenebrae factae sunt super universam 
terram dum crucifixissent Jesum." (Office of Tenebrae, Good Friday) 


Dear children, it is for you, it is for your fine movement, on its part, 
to prevent the darkness from covering the earth. You are the little lamp 
that shines before the altar, recalling to those who are distracted, misled, 
bewildered, the great and consoling truth of the presence of Christ in the 
Church and in the world; of the whole Christ, His body, His blood, His 
soul, and His divinity, the spiritual food of our souls and of our bodies, the 


faithful companion of our journeying, the pledge of glory that awaits us in 
Heaven. 


Strengthened by the presence of Christ, we have nothing to fear; taught 
by Him nothing remains obscure; guided by Him, even if it is by precipitous 
paths, there is no danger of falling into the abyss... . 


—John XXIII. From an address to pilgrims in the "Eucharistic 
Movement of France.'' April 16, 1960. 














First Greetings to a New Country 


Pope John XXill’s Message of June 30th to the Catholics 
of the Congo on the First Day of the Congo's 
Existence as a Sovereign State 


Accueillant avec 


EAR sons of the Congo State! 
Welcoming with paternal be- 
nevolence the request of your 

bishops, We are deeply happy to 
address this broadcast to you on 
the occasion of your political inde- 
pendence and the coming of your 
noble country to sovereignty. In- 
deed, every time that events give 
Us the opportunity to turn toward 
Our African sons, Our heart is 
filled with quiet joy. 

But today, on this June 30, 1960, 
it is particularly for your intention 
that We speak, dear people of the 
Congo, proud of your new inde- 
pendence. We wish in this manner 
to bring to perfection the promise 
of benevolence that We have given 
you in sending to you, to represent 
Us, Our venerable brother, Pietro 
Sigismondi, Archbishop of Naples 
and Secretary of the Sacred Con- 
gregation for the Propagation of 
the Faith, a person very dear to 
Our heart and rightly appreciated 
by all of you. 

Everything that We said a short 
time ago about the African conti- 
nent, We apply now to the Con- 


June 30, 1960 


golese people: “It pleases Us to 
express to you... Our great satis- 
faction in witnessing the emerg- 
ence of these sovereign states. The 
Church rejoices on their account 
and trusts in the willingness of 
these young states to take the place 
that accrues to them in the com- 
munity of nations.” 1 


Catholicism in the Congo 


Her joy and confidence find a 
special incentive in the vitality of 
the Catholic Congolese community. 
It is almost five centuries since the 
Congo received the Christian faith, 
the most precious of all gifts. 
Shortly afterwards, its king, Al- 
phonse, asked for baptism, and he 
had it at heart to send to Our 
Predecessor, Leo X, newly elected, 
a delegation of respect, directed by 
his own son, Prince Henry. The 
Pope had the prince consecrated a 
bishop and he returned to his coun- 
try accompanied by zealous mis- 
sionaries. 

After some changes, the seed 
sown at that time and again scat- 
tered abundantly in the last cen- 
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tury today produces flowers rich 
in promise and fruits very sweet to 
the heart of the Head of the 
Church. Thus, six months ago, We 
were able to change the mission 
territories into dioceses; the num- 
ber and quality of the local clergy 
have made it possible for Us to 
take the first three bishops from 
its ranks ; seminaries are numerous 
and filled; active members of the 
different movements of Catholic 
Action are appearing every- 
where like a promising harvest. 
Divine worship is celebrated, We 
know, in all the beauty of its li- 
turgical ceremonies and the gran- 
deur of its chant; educational, hos- 
pital, and charitable works are 
very prosperous. And in the realm 
of higher religious culture, Our 
immediate predecessor had the 
consolation of initiating the canon- 
ical erection of Lovanium Univer- 
sity, which answers the urgent 
need for the training of a Con- 
golese elite. 


A new era 


For the Father of all the faith- 
ful, these are so many reasons for 
confidence. But a new era is begin- 
ning for the Congo: on a footing 
of equality, and in mutual honor, 
esteem, and good will, a fruitful 
relationship is going to be main- 
tained between your people and 
the generous nation that circum- 
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stances of the immediate past have 
bound to your destiny. Your rep- 
resentatives have shown a strong 
desire for it, and We confirm it 
with satisfaction. A gracious cus- 
tom among you consists in the ex- 
change of gifts as a sign of har- 
mony. To those who have brought 
you the Catholic faith or have com- 
municated to you the benefits of 
civilization, you will desire to give 
your friendship in return and to 
prove it by loyal and fruitful co- 
operation. Thus you will show at 
the same time the nobility of your 
soul and a proper understanding 
of reality, and you will assure a 
good future for your country. 


A eall to prayer 


But We know all the hardships 
along the way. “Unless the Lord 
build the house, they labor in vain 
who build it,” ? says Holy Scrip- 
ture. That is why We are earnestly 
asking you to join your prayers to 
Ours and to implore God, omnipo- 
tent Lord of peoples, to protect the 
Congo. May the faithful, the fam- 
ilies, the parishes, therefore, make 
fervent supplications rise up to 
heaven! May the children in 
schools, the sick in hospitals, con- 
secrated souls in their monasteries, 
pray generously for the Congo, for 
the establishment of genuine civic 
and political life, for union and 
fruitfulness in families, for the 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, July 3, 1960. French and Latin text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Sister M. Pauline, G.N.S.H. 

The Republic of the Congo came into being on June 30, 1960, when it was formally 
proclaimed to be independent. On the same day the Holy Father broadcast this 
message to the Congolese people. 
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happiness of each one, and the re- 
moval of all evil! Always more and 
more may God spread the faith 
among Congolese souls so that the 
one and only Savior, Jesus, may be 
known and loved: this Jesus— 
‘neither is there salvation in any 
other” *— who extends Himself 
in the Catholic Church and who 
calls to everlasting life all men, 
discriminating against none. 

Finally, pray that the union of 
your people may endure and be 
strengthened. When, with Our 
hands. we conferred episcopal con- 
secration on a beloved son of the 
Congo, Our venerable brother Jo- 
seph Busimba, Bishop of Goma, 
We pronounced over his person the 
significant prayer: “Accipe Spir- 
tum Sanctum — Receive the Holy 
Spirit.” We tell you the same: re- 
ceive the spirit of wisdom and of 
understanding, the spirit of coun- 
sel and of fortitude, the spirit of 
piety. 


A word of encouragement 


And now to Our brothers the 
bishops, and to Our sons the 
priests, We wish to address a word 
of encouragement in the traditional 
language of the Latin Church, be- 
fore giving you all Our blessing. 

[At this point the Holy Father 
began to speak in Latin.] 

“How beautiful upon the moun- 
tains are the feet of him that bring- 
eth good tidings, and that preach- 
eth peace: of him that showeth 
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forth good, that preacheth salva- 
tion, that saith to Sion: Thy God 
shall reign!” 4 

These words of sweetest consola- 
tion apply to you, venerable broth- 
ers and beloved sons, who, inspired 
by an extraordinary love for 
Christ, have been laboring for 
many years in these lands in order 
to endow them with the riches of 
peace and salvation. 

It is in a paternal spirit that We 
exhort you, prelates and shepherds 
of those flocks, you whom “the Holy 
Spirit has placed as bishops to rule 
the Church of God, which he has 
purchased with his own blood.” ® 
We likewise send Our greeting to 
each of you in that peaceful army 
of clerics who perform your 
weighty sacred duties with an in- 
describable care, eager to prove as 
much as possible your’ whole- 
hearted dedication to them. And 
above all, We bestow Our love up- 
on you, the countless, propitious 
buds of a native clergy, bright 
hope and strongest support of the 
future well-being of the Church! 

We bestow the honor of public 
and solemn congratulation on all of 
you, for you are men whose activi- 
ties, linked by the bonds of frater- 
nal charity, deserve the highest 
praise of the Holy Catholic Church, 
men who bring to her enduring 
protection by your unwavering loy- 
alty. 

Pursue with ever more courage 
the accomplishment of those tasks 


1From a broadcast to the Catholics of Africa. An English translation appears in 


this issue of TPS, beginning on page 288. 


* Pe, 126, 1. 

* Acts 4, 12. 
“Isa. 52, 7. 

5 Acts 20, 28. 





296 


you have courageously undertaken, 
so that in that land, dear to God by 
so many titles, the law of the Gos- 
pel may strike ever deeper roots 
that can never be torn up. Thy 
God shall reign! 

This is the outcome demanded by 
the joyful celebration of today; 
this is the continuing state of peace 
required for your land. For wher- 
ever the gentle Christ is wor- 
shipped as the king of men, there 
internal harmony thrives, sound 
morality flourishes, the laws of 
God and men are most virtuously 
kept, and the citizens of every rank 
and class enjoy a deep peace. 
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We offer these wishes for you so 
that you may always abound in 
every favorable and prosperous 
blessing. 

[At this point the Holy Father 
began speaking in French again.] 

Therefore, trusting to God all 
your intentions through the inter- 
cession of the most sweet and pure 
Virgin Mary, Mother of God and 
our Mother, as well as through that 
of the glorious Apostle Paul, whom 
We honor today, We heartily grant 
you a paternal Apostolic Benedic- 
tion, as a pledge of the divine fa- 
vors that We call down upon your 
country in great abundance. 





On Catholic Action 


. . . Catholic Action, which is represented at this audience by a distin- 
guished and highly-qualified group from its various branches, is, by definition, 
a “'movement'’; that is, it is an organization which finds its reason for 
existence in service to, and the directives received from, the Hierarchy. To 
speak of Catholic Action, indeed, is tantamount to speaking of effective, 
consistent, and generous Christian life, which is never satisfied with getting 
personal results, but constantly strives to influence others with the ardor of 
its faith and the strength of its convictions. Our predecessor Pius XI, of blessed 
memory, vigorously affirmed these thoughts in a speech he addressed to a 
group of young people on November 5, 1933: "What is the chief charac- 
teristic of a life,'' he said, ‘or the fruit, or, rather, the dimension of a life, if 
not action? Life cannot exist except in motion, in action. Without action 
life is like death, or is, at least, a very narrow, miserly, and limited life. 
Catholic Action is the answer to this challenge; it is a way of life which must 
be lived in order to fulfill this essential prerequisite for a Christian life." 
(Osservatore Romano, November 6-7, 1933) 


Your meetings, your studies, and your projects are a proof that this ideal 
is the guiding light of your productivity and your work; go back, then, to your 
associations with the renewed purpose of constantly progressing, and helping 
others to progress, on the path of love and loyalty to Christ and His Church. . . 


—John XXIII. From an address to a general audience. March 20, 1960. 











The Dignity of Work 


A Radio Message of Pope John XXill on the Feast of 
St. Joseph the Worker 


Per la seconda 


ELOVED sons and daughters! 
For the second time in the 
course of the liturgical year, 

the Church offers its universal Pa- 
tron for the veneration of the 
faithful. And today St. Joseph is 
represented in his characteristic 
figure as a humble artisan, a 
worker. 

It is only natural, therefore, that 
Our thoughts turn to each region 
and city where everyday life goes 
on: to homes, schools, offices, shops, 
factories, machine-shops, labora- 
fories, to all places sanctified by in- 
tellectual and manual labor, in its 
varied and noble forms, performed 


in accordance with the strength’ 


and capacity of each individual. We 
think of the families of you who 
are listening, especially of those 
who open their minds with docility 
to the will of Providence, and those 
of you who anxiously hide some 
sorrow, sickness or trial. Our heart 
likes to picture over all these 
places, the image of the Guardian 
of Jesus, the most pure spouse of 
the Virgin Mary, as he leans pater- 


May 1, 1960 


nally over the toils and sufferings 
of each of you, blessing, encourag- 
ing, supporting and comforting. 


The example of St. Joseph 


How consoling it is to think that 
with his help every Christian work- 
ing family can faithfully mirror the 
example of the Holy Family of 
Nazareth, whose constant labor, 
even in the midst of straitened cir- 
cumstances, was united to an ar- 
dent love of God and a generous 
compliance with His slightest wish. 

Basically, that is what today’s 
feast signifies. By offering St. Jo- 
seph as an example to all men 
whose lives are conditioned by the 
laws of work, the Church intends 
to remind them of their great dig- 
nity, and to invite them to make 
their activity a potent means of 
personal sanctification and eternal 
merit. 


True nature of work 


Work is indeed a great mission: 
it is the intelligent and effective 
collaboration of man with God the 
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Creator, from whom the goods of 
the earth have been received, to be 
cultivated and made to prosper. 
Whatever we find in work that is 
laborious and difficult of attain- 
ment, has its place in God’s redeem- 
ing plan; He who saved the world 
through the love and sorrows of 
His only-begotten Son, makes of 
human suffering a precious instru- 
ment of sanctification, when united 
to that of Christ. 

What light is thrown on this 
truth by the example of Nazareth, 
where work was accepted joyfully 
as the fulfillment of the Divine 
Will! What greatness the silent, 
hidden figure of St. Joseph acquires 
because of the spirit in which he 
fulfills the mission entrusted to him 
by God! The true dignity of man is 
not measured by the glitter of 
great achievements, but by his in- 
terior disposition of order and 
good-will. 


Erroneous teachings 


Beloved sons and daughters! Here 
then, in the splendor which radi- 
ates from our heavenly model, lie 
the attitude and disposition with 
which to stamp the work, burdens 
and honors of every man’s life. Un- 
fortunately, mistaken ideologies, 
exalting on the one hand unbridled 
liberty and on the other suppres- 
sion of personality, have sought to 
rob the worker of his greatness by 
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reducing him to an instrument of 
struggle and at the same time 
abandoning him to himself; there 
is a desire to sow contention and 
discord, by setting the various so- 
cial classes one against the other; 
there have even been efforts to sev- 
er the working classes from their 
God—who alone is the protector 
and avenger of the humble, and 
from whom we have life, movement 
and existence (cf. Acts 17, 28)—as 
if their condition as workers should 
exempt them from knowing, hon- 
oring and serving Him. Our heart 
bleeds when We consider how so 
many of Our children, though hon- 
est and upright, have allowed them- 
selves to be convinced by such the- 
ories. They forget that in the Gos- 
pels, which have been elucidated 
in the social documents of the Ro- 
man Pontiffs, are to be found both 
the starting point toward the solu- 
tion of all their problems and a 
concern for new reforms, combin- 
ed with a respect for fundamental 
values. 


Ideals for workers 


Beloved sons and daughters, 
look forward confidently along the 
paths which lie ahead of you! The 
Church depends on you to spread 
the doctrine and peace of Christ in 
the world of work. May your work 
always be a noble mission of which 
God alone is the inspirer and the 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, May 2-3, 1960. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Finbarr Conroy. 

It has become fraditional for the Holy Father to deliver an address to workers on 
the first day of May. This day was proclaimed the liturgical feast of St. Joseoh the 
Worker by Pope Pius Xil in 1955. 











THE DIGNITY OF WORK 


reward. May true charity, mutual 
respect, a will to cooperate, a fa- 
miliar and brotherly atmosphere 
always reign in the mutual rela- 
tions of your social life, in the spir- 
it which St. Paul so luminously sug- 
gests in his Epistle to the Colos- 
sians which is read in today’s 
Mass: “Whatever you do in word 
or in work, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. 
Whatever you do, work at it from 
the heart as for the Lord and not 
for men, knowing that from the 
Lord you will receive the inheri- 
tance as your reward. Serve the 
Lord Christ.” (Col. 3, 17 and 23- 
24) 


Solicitude of the Church 


The workers know that the 
Church maternally watches over 
them, with a lively and solicitous 
affection; that it is closest of all 
to those who quietly perform disa- 
greeable and difficult jobs, which 
others do not even know about or 
perhaps hold in little regard; that 
‘she is close to those who do not yet 
have steady work and are exposed 
to torturing worries about the fu- 
ture of their growing families; that 
she is close to those who are sorely 
tried by sickness or by some mis- 
hap in their work. Those who bear 
the responsibility incurred by pos- 
session of power or means will be 
invited by Us, at every opportun- 
ity, to act in such a manner that 
you will be assured of increasingly 
better living and working condi- 
tions, and, above all, of steady, dig- 
nified employment. 

And We firmly assure you that 
the hard lot of the workers is felt 
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with increasing solicitude, that 
their legitimate aspirations as free 
men, created in the image and like- 
ness of God, are being forwarded 
willingly; and that the alleviation 
of their anxieties is being sought, 
in a spirit of justice and charity, 
of loyal cooperation, and of mu- 
tual respect for corresponding 
rights and duties. 

But any endeavor, even the most 
generous, would profit nothing 
were it not for divine help: there- 
fore, on this day We ask you to 
make fervent supplication to the 
Lord that His protection, through 
the intercession of St. Joseph, may 
accompany and gladden your en- 
deavors and fulfill your desires. 


Prayer to St. Joseph 


Oh! Saint Joseph, guardian of 
Jesus, most chaste spouse of Mary, 
who lived your life in the perfect 
fulfillment of your duty, sustaining 
by the work of your hands the Holy 
Family of Nazareth, please protect 
those who confidently turn to you. 
You know their aspirations, their 
trials, their hopes: and they have 
recourse to you because they know 
that you will understand and pro- 
tect them. You, too, experienced 
trials, labors and fatigue: but, even 
in the midst of the preoccupations 
of the material life, your soul, so 
full of the most profound peace, re- 
joiced in unmistakable joy because 
of your intimacy with the Son of 
God, who had been confided to your 
care, and with Mary, His sweet 
mother. Let those you protect 
know that they are not alone in 
their work, so that they may dis- 
cover Jesus beside them, receive 
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Him in grace and guard Him faith- 
fully as you did. And obtain for us 
that in every family, in every ma- 
chine-shop and laboratory, wher- 
ever a Christian works, all may be 
sanctified in charity, in patience, in 
justice and in good deeds, so that 
abundant, heavenly favors may de- 
scend on them. 

Beloved sons and daughters! 
With this prayer We invoke on 
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every one of you the continual as- 
sistance of the Lord; and in order 
that today’s feast may find fervent 
correspondence of consent and holy 
resolutions in every heart, We sa- 
lute you and your families, the 
places where daily you work, with 
a special comforting Apostolic Ben- 
ediction, so that in all and for 
always, God’s will may be accom- 
plished. 





Problems of migration 


. . . More than in any other period, the political and economic changes 
in our time are a permanent source of numerous population movements, 
which inevitably create very distressing problems. 


You know better than anyone that these movements involve separations 
that are sometimes very sorrowful. Therefore every attempt to restore 
broken home ties deserves to be highly encouraged. And in this connection, 
your organization has acquired considerable merit in developing, through 
its program of reuniting families, an essential aspect of the moral integra- 
tion of the immigrant into the country of his adoption. 


We certainly do not mean to ignore the difficulties raised for govern- 
ments by a question with so many facets. But it is most certain, at any 
rate, that by favoring the reconstitution of the family nucleus, as you are 
doing, one facilitates the introduction of the immigrant into the life of the 
country offering him hospitality. When he is just a solitary person, separated 
from his own, he appears merely as one torn away from his native land; 
on the contrary, surrounded by his wife and children, he brings a positive 
element to the life of society. 


Not less worthy of being supported and encouraged are your attempts 
to assure to emigrants the professional training normally indispensable for 
the success of their relocation. In fact, professional training, if it provides 
for a better adaptation of the emigrant to the requirements of economic pro- 
ductivity, makes possible, above all, the successful development of his per- 
sonality, with complete protection of his dignity... . 


—John XXIII. From an address to the International Committee 
on European Migrations. May 8, 1960. 
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Work and the Cross 


. . . We feel especially close to all those who are united with you in the 
fellowship of work—your fellow workers, employed in government offices, 
in factories, and by contractors—and toilers on land and sea who, like you, are 
searching for spiritual perfection in the faithful and Christian performance 
of their often irksome tasks and labors. 


Our pleasure in having you here with Us is enhanced and made more 
meaningful by the gifts you brought Us. The products and symbols of your 
work, they are a token of the intensity of your affection and of your loyalty 
to the Apostolic Chair. 


Excellent, my dear children! Be of good cheer! When you return to your 
homes, your factories, and your places of work, please tell your dear ones 
and your friends that the Pope feels close to each one of them, and shares 
their anxieties and their hopes. We are aware of the hardships involved in 
the daily performance of your duties, and know how much will-power and 
patience are required in order to negotiate life's continuous difficulties. 
However, the heart remains unperturbed even in the midst of tribulations, 
when faith, hope, and charity are present; when a person is constantly striving 
to do good, by willingly practicing the fourteen works of mercy; and when 
one listens to the words of Jesus, inviting us to follow in His footsteps in 
mortification and suffering: “If anyone wishes to come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me." (Luke 9, 23) Paul 
the Apostle, as though inspired to comment on these words, adds: "And 
they who belong to Christ have crucified their flesh . . ." (Gal. 5, 24) 


If we wish to belong to Christ, and be with Him on this earth, and also 
hereafter in heaven, we must follow Him; we must take up our cross, and 
carry it with Him, and after Him; we must discipline our nature, tainted 
by sin, so that the new man may triumph in us, “which has been created 
according to God in justice and holiness of truth.'’ (Eph. 4, 24)... 


. . . only those who take up the Cross and follow the Lord, denying the 
desires of the flesh in order to hearken to the voice of the Spirit, will find 
in their hearts that true inner peace which is mirrored in the quality of man's 
work, in the honorableness of his family, and in the well-being, even the 
temporal well-being, of his life. 


This is the memory We wish to leave with you on the day of your pil- 
grimage. We exhort you, at the same time, to carry out your daily duties 
in that spirit of faith and charity which finds deep joy in religious and social 
works, in the service of your ideals and in the cause of your legitimate 
secular interests. . . . 


—John XXIII. From an address to a pilgrimage of workers 
from Naples on Passion Sunday. April 3, 1960. 








The Christian Farmer 


An Address of Pope John XXIII to Italian Farmers 


Lo spettacolo 


ELOVED sons and daughters! 

The sight of this cheering, 

applauding multitude glad- 
dens and elates Us. You came to 
Rome to attend the XIV National 
Congress of the Confederation of 
Independent Farmers, and you 
took this opportunity to bring Us 
affectionate greetings from your 
families, friends and acquaintanc- 
es, who accompanied you in their 
thoughts, on your journey to Rome, 
and entrusted you with their per- 
sonal wishes and their prayers. 

Today in the house of the Fa- 
ther you are representative of all 
those who cultivate the land, men 
and women marked by toil but se- 
rene in their simple dignity. Stead- 
fast and patient in their labor, they 
are poor in luxuries, but rich in 
human and Christian virtue. They 
love their families and their coun- 
try, and are loyal children of the 
Church. 

Your presence here is eloquent 
proof of the intensity and sincerity 
of your spiritual life. You came 
here prompted by a desire to hear 
a few words of encouragement 
from Us. 


April 28, 1960 


A Christian motive 


Indeed, We wish to express Our 
fatherly satisfaction at this open 
profession of faith on your part, 
and We exhort you to persevere in 
it. You are the beneficiaries of a 
precious heritage of principles and 
traditions. It is this heritage alone 
which can give to your activity 
real significance and a goal. 

Your association, in fact, is not 
the kind that is founded on a 
purely economic and professional 
basis, merely to protect the inter- 
ests of your group; on the con- 
trary, its activity was inspired 
from the very beginning by 
the principles of Christian so- 
cial doctrine that have been pro- 
claimed to the whole world in sol- 
emn papal documents which re- 
main as true milestones on the road 
of Christian edification of the 
world of labor. This openly avow- 
ed loyalty to the teachings of the 
Church is the distinguishing mark 
of your association and its noblest 
and most beautiful ornament. In 
your association’s loyalty to the 
Church, as well as in its excellent 
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technical organization, lies the se- 
cret of its growth and youthful 
vitality; never satisfied with the 
results already achieved, it is con- 
stantly looking for new ways and 
means to protect the interests of 
its large family of independent 
farmers. 


The spiritual and the temporal 


Despite the many urgent prob- 
lems which you must solve in your 
present situation, your main con- 
cern should be with preserving the 
primacy of the spiritual, the search 
for supernatural and eternal val- 
ues. However, this does not mean 
—as certain anti-Christian doc- 
trines would have the inexperienced 
believe—that you should keep 
your eyes fixed only on spiritual 
things and forget or neglect your 
earthly interests. On the contrary, 
you must keep your feet firmly 
planted on the ground, and must 
strive to improve your condition. 

The Church is constantly en- 
deavoring to protect all the inter- 
ests of her children, including the 
temporal. As a matter of fact, last 
year We told you that “the compli- 
cated problems raised by the Euro- 
pean Common Market, which will 
become operative in the very near 
future ... call for a gradual ad- 
justment to new requirements, to 
cope with the evolutionary process- 
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es that are now taking place.” 1} At 
that time, We voiced Our hopes 
that, on one side, the necessity for 
matching your incomes more equi- 
tably to the incomes of other 
trades, and, on the other, the neces- 
sity for balancing the national 
budget, could both be satisfied “in 
accordance with the provident 
guidance of Christian social doc- 
trine, and giving due consideration 
to the actual situation of the 
farmer.” 

Today, We wish to confirm 
again this statement, because the 
defense of your just aspirations is 
a sacred matter. We feel con- 
fident that Our wishes in this mat- 
ter will be backed by all responsible 
public officials who feel duty-bound 
to carry out their functions with 
absolute respect for the rights of 
all categories of citizens. We un- 
derstand that the _ technico-eco- 
nomic measures that are at present 
under consideration with a view to 
improving the Italian farmers’ sit- 
uations are the subject of study 
and discussion by your congress. 
This is encouraging proof of a new 
and widespread interest in your 
practical problems and of the ef- 
forts of your association to eval- 
uate farming in all its aspects. 

All these developments should 
prove that to be guided by Chris- 
tian principles does not mean to be 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 29, 1960. Italian text. Translated for The 


Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 


The Holy Father delivered this address to a general audience that included 
30,000 members of the Italian Confederation of Independent Farmers. He emphasizes 
the validity of their efforts to improve themselves materially, but reminds them that 


they must preserve spiritual values. 
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reconciled with stagnation in ob- 
solete positions; nor does it mean 
to give up all efforts at progress 
from the start. On the contrary, it 
means to plan for and work to- 
ward improving one’s living stand- 
ards to a degree sufficient to insure 
temporal prosperity and happi- 
ness. 


Eyes toward heaven 


What you need, then, is the abil- 
ity to arrive at a down-to-earth ap- 
praisal of the situation, while at 
the same time keeping your eyes 
turned toward heaven. This is the 
dazzling vista which opens up be- 
fore a Christian’s eyes. The Chris- 
tian worker who wishes to remain 
loyal to Jesus Christ and His 
Church knows only too well that 
permanent happiness cannot be 
achieved on this earth; that neither 
individuals nor families will ever 
find true peace of heart if their 
quest for earthly prosperity is not 
accompanied by a holy fear of God, 
by observance of His law, and by a 
desire for heavenly grace. The 
Christian knows all this, and this 
awareness gives him that serene, 
yet thoughtful, countenance which 
is the outward indication of true 
wisdom: it also gives him integrity 
and moral soundness, which are 
mirrored in his harmonious and 
well-adjusted family life, in the 
atmosphere in which children of 
God can grow in purity and moral 
strength, while preparing to face 
the challenges of adult life. 

These traits are indeed typical 





*Osservatore Romano, April 24, 1959, 
1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 291. 


2 Gen. 2, 15. 
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of our dear farmers! Learn how to 
preserve the rich treasure of theo- 
logical and cardinal virtues: faith, 
hope, and charity, and prudence, 
justice, fortitude, and temperance! 
It is the practice of these virtues 
which enables your families to re- 
main one of the healthiest elements 
of our national life, and a consola- 
tion to Holy Church. 

Even in the turmoil of these 
modern times, and in the midst of 
the current technological and eco- 
nomic revolution, which will bring 
you further advantages, keep your 
eyes turned toward Heaven, and a 
holy resolution in your hearts to 
trust in God and to love Him. Only 
thus will technology become a 
source of that true and lasting spir- 
itual growth without which only 
disorder and confusion prevail. 


Learning from the earth 


Being laborers of the soil and, con- 
sequently, in close communion with 
the secrets of nature, which is an 
open book to those who know how 
to read in it the power of our Cre- 
ator, you are truly capable of ap- 
preciating these words of Ours, 
which are prompted by Our con- 
cern for your spiritual and tem- 
poral welfare. 

What wonderful lessons in living 
we can learn from the good earth! 
How edifying is the thought that 
God placed the first man in the 
lovely surroundings of a garden 
“to till it and to keep it.”2 How 
beautiful is the knowledge that the 
holiest rites of the Church—We 
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mean the Sacraments—instituted 
by Jesus Christ, obtain from the 
earth the noble matter which be- 
comes an effective vehicle of grace: 
water for the holy baptismal font; 
the fragrance of bread and the 
aroma of wine, which the Lord 
deigns to use as the means for 
blessing our altars with His daily 
presence and for communicating 
His very life to man; finally, the 
precious oil pressed from the olive 
fruit, which too is one of the hum- 
ble instruments of grace. This atti- 
tude on the part of the Church is 
also revealed by the number of 
special blessings with which she 
accompanies the various stages of 
growth and preparation of the 
fruits of the earth. 

You can understand these great 
realities in a very special way be- 
cause they are closely related to 
your everyday life; love and appre- 
ciation of the things of heaven will 
thus come to you more easily and 
spontaneously. This is the true 
meaning of the happy Easter mes- 
sage which is incessantly repeated 
in these days: “If you have risen 
with Christ, seek the things that 
are above, where Christ is seated 
at the right hand of God. Mind the 
things that are above, not the 
things that are on earth. For you 
have died and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God.” ® 


Christian loyalty 


Beloved Sons and Daughters! 
Could you expect anything more 
gladdening and more encouraging 
from Our words? 

Continue in the loyalty to Christ 





® Col. 3, 1-3. 
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and His Church that has been 
handed down to you as a magnif- 
icent inheritance by your forebears, 
and upon which your organization 
is based. May your loyalty guide 
you in your sure-footed advance 
toward a progress more and more 
in keeping with your dignity as 
men and workers; may it preserve 
you from the danger of material- 
ism, both in theory and in practice; 
and may it sustain you in your la- 
bors, in your trials, and in your 
patient expectation of better times. 
This is the commitment We leave 
with you, independent farmers, in 
whose hands rests the promise of 
an untroubled future for Church 
and country. This is the invitation 
We extend to you, mothers and 
wives of farmers, who, by your 
sweet persuasion, your kindness, 
and your patience, can do so much 
to contribute spiritual inspiration 
to the efforts at achieving techno- 
logical and economic progress in 
farming; this is the password We 
entrust to you, young men, with 
the hope that your search for a 
better life may always be ennobled 
by unshakeable and solid religious 
and moral convictions. 

We offer the Lord a prayer, on 
behalf of all of you, for your fam- 
ilies and your work so that joy in 
the Lord may always sing in your 
hearts. As a pledge of the abun- 
dant heavenly and earthly gifts 
which We entreat for you, We are 
happy to impart to you Our Apos- 
tolic Blessing, the consolations of 
which We wish to extend to all 
your loved ones. 
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A Finder's List for Papal Documents 


I. 


Documents appearing 


July 1-September 30, 1959 


849. Anniversary of Cardinal Masella. 
(Fideles Praenestini) May 24, 1959. Let- 
ter from Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Masella on occasion of latter’s 80th birth- 
day and 40th year as bishop: Invokes 
blessings; grants power to give papal 
blessing. (Est. length: 300 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, July 4, 
1959; AAS 51 (1959) 465-6. 


850. To Mother Superiors of Italy. (Di 
santa letizia) June 6, 1959. Telegram 
from Pope John XXIII to a convention 
of the Mother Superiors of religious 
houses in Italy: States affection; praises 
sacrifices; comments on progress. (Est. 
length: 500 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, July 
8, 1959. 


851. Letter to Cardinal Stepinac. 
(Abeunte tibi) June 14, 1959. A letter 
from Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Stepinac on the 25th anniversary of the 
latter’s consecration as bishop: Congrat- 
ulates; praises zeal; laments oppression; 
prays for future success of Church. Est. 
length: 400 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, July 2, 
1959; AAS 51 (1959) 468-9. 


852. To Cardinal Castaldo. (Initi a te) 
June 24, 1959. Letter from Pope John 
XXIII to Cardinal Castaldo on 25th anni- 





versary of the latter’s consecration as 
bishop: Cites cardinal as good example; 
praises his various achievements. (Est. 
length: 500 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, July 
6-7, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 535-6. 


853. Saints Peter and Paul. (Questa 
liturgia) June 28, 1959. An allocution 
by Pope John XXIII in the Vatican Ba- 
silica after First Vespers for the feast 
of Saints Peter and Paul: Recalls first 
pope; comments on primacy and teaching 
office; explains symbolism of pallium; 
mentions unity of doctrine; condemns 
restraints on Church; announces his first 
encyclical. (Est. length: 2000 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, June 
30-July 1, 1960; AAS 51 (1959) 476-481. 


854. Plight of the Refugees. _ (Nous ap- 
prenons) June 28, 1959. Broadcast of 
Pope John XXIII on behalf of World 
Refugee Year: Praises work of U.N., 
cites past papal aid; recalls duty of char- 
ity, individual and national. (Est. 
length: 750 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, June 
30-July 1, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 481-83. 
English tr: TPS (Winter 1959-60) v. 6, 
no. 1, 34-36. 


855. To the King of Belgium. (A la 
veille) June 29, 1959. A telegram from 
Pope John XXIII to King Baudoin I of 
Belgium: Sends best wishes on eve of 
marriage of Prince Albert and Princess 
Paula. (Est. length: 40 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, July 
8, 1959. 
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856. To the Prince and Princess of Bel- 
gium. (Au moment) June 29, 1959, Tele- 
gram from Pope John XXIII to Prince 
Albert and Princess Paula of Belgium 
on the occasion of their wedding: Con- 
gratulates and blesses marriage. (Est. 
length: 50 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, July 
8, 1959. 


857. The Encyclical Letter, Ad Petri 
Cathedram. (Ad Petri Cathedram) June 
29, 1959. Encyclical letter of Pope John 
XXIII to the entire Catholic world: 
States subject of letter is truth, unity, 
peace; discusses intellect, error, revealed 
truth, human certitude; comments on 
mass media; condemns indifference to 
truth; describes unity as effect of truth; 
discusses truth in international affairs; 
reviews first principles, end of man, 
brotherhood of man, communist doctrine 
of classless society, need for legal jus- 
tice; warns of dangers of poverty, unem- 
ployment, automation; discusses public 
and private enterprise, duties of employ- 
ers and employees, charity in social doc- 
trine of Church; comments on family 
unity, role of parents and children; de- 
scribes unity of Church, aims of ecumeni- 
cal council; analyzes Church’s unity in 
doctrine, worship, organization; asks 
prayers for council; discusses true Chris- 
tian peace; appeals to bishops, clergy, 
* religious, missionaries, for prayer, good 
works; lists various problems and dan- 
gers in today’s world. (Est. length: 13,500 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, July 3, 
1959; AAS 51 (1959) 497-531 


English tr: TPS (Autumn 1959) v. 5, no. 
4, 359-383 


858. The Boy Scout Movement. (We 
have been) June 30, 1959. Letter to the 
Bishop of Lipa, Philippine Islands, on the 
occasion of Tenth World Boy Scout Jam- 
boree: Praises boy scout movement; men- 
tions Catholicism of Philippines. (Est. 
length: 50 words) 


English text: Osservatore Romano, July 
27-28, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 589. 
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859. To General de Gaulle. (Vivement 
touché) Undated. Telegram from Pope 
John XXIII to General Charles de Gaulle 
on occasion of latter’s departure from 
Rome: Expresses gratitude and prayer- 
ful wishes. (Est. length: 50 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, June 
30-July 1, 1959. 


860. To Spanish Air Cadets. (Deseamos 
manifestaros) July 8, 1959. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to a group of cadets 
from the Air Force Academy of Spain: 
Urges spiritualization of studies, work. 
(Est. length: 150 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, July 
5, 1959. 


861. Blessings of the Eucharist. (Nous 
sommes présent) July 5, 1959. Broad- 
cast of Pope John XXIII to the National 
Eucharistic Congress of France: Men- 
tions Curé of Ars; praises theme of con- 
gress (priesthood and Eucharist); sug- 
gests prayer for vocations and visits to 
Blessed Sacrament; explains adoration 
of Blessed Sacrament; asks prayers for 
propagation of faith. (Est. length: 600 
words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, July 
6-7, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 586-8. English 
excerpt: TPS (Spring, 1960) v. 6, no. 2, 
192. 


862. On the Death of Father Gemelli. 
(Con profonda commozione) July 16, 
1959. Message from Pope John XXIII 
to Cardinal Montini: States sorrow; 
praises deceased. (Est. length: 200 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, July 
16, 1959. 


863. On Father Gemelli. (Non mancano) 
July 16, 1959. Part of an address by 
Pope John XXIII to Italian priests in 
Catholic Action: Praises dedication of 
deceased Father Gemelli; cites him as 
example. (Est. length: 250 words) 


Italian text (selection only): Osserva- 
tore Romano, July 17, 1959. 
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864. To the Prime Minister of Japan. 
(Nous sommes heureux) July 21, 1959. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to Nobu- 
suke Kishi, Prime Minister of Japan, 
during his official visit to Vatican: 
Praises Japanese; comments on Catholi- 
cism in Japan. (Est. length: 350 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, July 
22, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 584-5. 


865. To Monsignor Baldelli. (La fausta 
ricorrenza) July 23, 1959. Letter from 
Pope John XXIII to Monsignor Baldelli 
on occasion of latter’s 50th year as a 
priest: Praises good works; gives bless- 
ing. (Est. length: 100 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, July 
24, 1959. 


866. To the Sick. (Il Nostro affettuoso) 
July 24, 1959. Radio message of Pope 
John XXIII to the sick and suffering of 
Italy and to sick priests on pilgrimage 
at Lourdes: Praises piety of priests at 
Lourdes; comments on value of suffer- 
ing; mentions suffering of Italy. (Est. 
length: 300 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Au- 
gust 2, 1959. 


867. Apostolate of the Blind. (Nell’ atto 
di accogliervi) July 29, 1959. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to an audience of 
the blind: Recalls cures of blind by 
Jesus; speaks of sorrows of blind; urges 
apostolate of good example; reminds of 
eternal goal. . (Est. length: 1500 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, July 
30, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 586-89. English 
tr.: TPS (Winter 1959-60) v. 6, no. 1, 
73-76. 


868. The Encyclical Letter, Sacerdotii 
Nostri Primordia. (Sacerdotii Nostri 
primordia) August 1, 1959. Encyclical 
letter from Pope John XXIII to bishops 
of the world: Cites previous encyclicals 
on priesthood; offers St. John Vianney 
as model; urges practice of evangelical 
counsels; discusses poverty, excesses, 


self-denial, chastity, obedience, need for 
prayer, danger of over-activity; urges 
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devotion to Eucharist, good example to 
faithful; comments on Mass as key to 
holiness; cites pastoral zeal of St. John 
Vianney; comments on obligation to 
learn, preach; urges positive approach 
in preaching, teaching by example; re- 
minds of St. John Vianney’s concern for 
sinners; urges kindness to sinners, fre- 
quent confession, priestly zeal, personal 
holiness; mentions need for priests, obli- 
gation of bishops and faithful toward 
priests; links St. John Vianney and 
Lourdes. (Est. length: 14,000 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, August 
1, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 545-79. English 
tr.: TPS (Winter 1959-60) v. 6, no. 1, 
7-33. 


869. The Eucharistic Congress at Catania. 
(Catana, urbs ignivomae) August 2, 1959. 
Letter to Cardinal Mimmi: Praises Ca- 
tania; appoints Cardinal Mimmi his 
legate to congress; describes efficacy of 
Eucharist. (Est. length: 600 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 2, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 636-7. 


870. To Children in Summer Camps. 
(Con soave) August 15, 1959. Radio mes- 
sage to children in Papal Welfare Socie- 
ty summer camps: Blesses the children 
for piety, mortification; praises donors. 
(Est. length: 300 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Aug- 
ust 17-18, 1959. 


871. To the People of Poland. (EF re- 
ligioso) August 15, 1959. Letter from 
Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Wyszyn- 
ski: Sends best wishes and blessing (Est. 
length: 100 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, August 
19, 1959. 


872. To the People of Honduras. (Hoy 
Honduras) August 16, 1959. Radio mes- 
sage from Pope John XXIII to the peo- 
ple of Honduras on the occasion of dedi- 
cation of Honduras to Sacred Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary: Comments on consecra- 
tion of country to Sacred Heart; exhorts 
Christian life in grace; urges sanctifica- 
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tion of home; counsels unity through 
charity. (Est. length: 750 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, Au- 
gust 17-18, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 638-9. 


873. To Sodalists. (Tribute Domino) 
August 20, 1959. Radio message from 
Pope John XXIII to Second World Con- 
gress of Sodalists: Expresses greetings; 
describes sodalists as “shock troops;” ex- 
plains sodality way of life; comments on 
importance of Mary in modern world, 
(Est. length: 600 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, August 
23, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 639-41. 


874. To the People of Tortona. (Con 
viva letizia) August 28, 1959. Radio 
message of Pope John XXIII to the 
town of Tortona on the illumination of 
statue of the Madonna: Recalls earlier 
visit; discusses graces from Blessed Vir- 
gin; points to papal documents on Mary. 
Est. length: 600 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Au- 
gust 30, 1959. 


875. The Mission of the Teacher. (J/ 
Nostro cuore) September 6, 1959. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to Italian As- 
sociation of Catholic Teachers: Praises 
organization; cites mission of teacher; 
fecalls own image of teachers; urges 
professional training; states loftiness of 
mission; discusses influence on person- 


ality; points to goals in eternity; com- : 


ments on faith and courage. 
length 1500 words) 


(Est. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 7-8, 1959; AAS 51, (1959) 703- 
06. English tr: TPS (Winter 1959-60) 
v. 6, no. 1, 81-84. 


876. The Eucharistic Bread. (Cantemus 
Domino) September 13, 1959. Radio 
broadcast by Pope John XXIII to the 
Eucharistic Gongress in Catania, Sicily: 
Recalls Catania area; calls devotion to 
Eucharist complete expression of re- 
ligion; discusses Eucharistic bread as 
universal, life-giving, and unifying; de- 
clares Eucharist source of justice, love, 
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and peace among nations; urges venera- 
tion of Blessed Mother; prays for needs 
of Italy. (Est. length: 2000 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 14-15, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 709- 
14, English tr.: TPS (Winter 1959-60) 
v. 6, no. 1, 91-95. 


877. To the Faithful of Trieste. (La bene- 
dizione) September 19, 1959. Radio mes- 
sage of Pope John XXIII to Trieste, on 
construction of Marian sanctuary: Ex- 
presses joy over new church; recalls 
former visits; discusses Blessed Virgin’s 
role in Redemption, her maternity, her 
queenship; comments on new church as 
symbol of love, faith. (Est. length: 
1200 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 21-22, 1959. 


878. To Pilgrims from Trieste. (Vi rin- 
graziamo) September 19, 1959. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to a diocesan pil- 
grimage from Trieste: Congratulates on 
Trieste synod; comments on work of 
synods; praises pilgrims for loyalty, 
faith; comments on synods as sign of 
Church’s activity; describes doctrinal 
and disciplinary task of synod; discusses 
adaptation in role of synod; greets group 
of Slovenes; praises and encourages 
sodalities of altar boys. (Est. length: 
1500 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 28-29, 1960. 


879. The Benedictines. (Vos paterno 
animo) September 25, 1959. Allocution 
of Pope John XXIII in reply to the new 
Abbot Primate of the Benedictine Order: 
Praises history of Benedictines; com- 
ments on work and prayer; stresses pri- 
macy of prayer, especially psalter; con- 
trasts worldliness with Benedictine way; 
praises past works; encourages adapta- 
tion to times; cites need for wisdom, 
prayer. (Est. length: 1300 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 27, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 706-709, 
English digest: TPS (Winter 1959-60) 
v. 6, no. 1, 44. 
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880. The Encyclical Letter, Grata Re- 
cordatio. (Grata recordatio) September 
26, 1959. An encyclical letter of Pope 
John XXIII to the bishops of the world: 
Recalls previous rosary encyclicals; gives 
reasons for this encyclical; comments on 
perpetuity of Roman pontificate and on 
eternal truth as motivation of Church; 
asks October rosaries for apostolic work- 
ers, world rulers; condemns modern er- 
rors; urges prayer for people, nations, 
ecumenical council. (Est. length: 2100 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 30, 1959; AAS 51 (1959) 673-78. 
English tr.: TPS (Winter 1959-60) v. 
6, no. 1, 68-72. 


Il. 


Documents in this issue in the 
form of a digest or excerpt. 





. St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise 
de Marillac. (Cum tria saecula) February 
20, 1960. Letter of Pope John XXIII to 
Rev. William Slattery, C.M., Superior 
General of the Vincentians: Praises Sts. 
Vincent and Louise; discusses revivals of 
spirituality in history; describes quali- 
ties of St. Vincent; praises Vincentians, 
Sisters of Charity; discusses need for 
charity in combating world’s evils; af- 
firms obligation of charity for greatest 
possible number. (Est. length: 900 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, March 
16, 1960. 





- On Catholic Action. (Con paterno 
affetto) March 20, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to a general audience: 
Cites St. Paul on luxury; points to divine 
invitation to progress in spiritual life; 
mentions universality, unity of Church; 
praises spirit of progress in audience; 
greets group of war veterans and recalls 
own war experiences; greets maritime 
group and cites role of sea in improving 
relations among peoples; discusses per- 
sonal conduct as means to universal har- 
mony; praises Catholic Action and re- 
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calls words of Pius XI; exhorts workers 
to be witnesses to faith; greets miners 
and notes value of their labors; recalls 
mining tragedy; points to goal of eternal 
happiness. (Est. length: 2200 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, March 
23, 1960. 





. Vocations and Latin America. (La 
viva ansia) March 25, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to superiors and su- 
periors general of religious orders and 
institutes: Greets superiors; praises 
groups of religious; cites urgency of 
Church’s Latin American problems; dis- 
cusses problems of faith, shortage of 
priests; mentions Annunciation, eleva- 
tion of humanity by Incarnation; dis- 
cusses responsibility to share in work of 
the Redemption; relates redemptive task 
to vocations, religious institutes; dis- 
cusses needs, hopes for Latin America; 
urges promotion of vocations, religious 
education of laity; states trust in coop- 
eration of superiors. (Est. length: 2000 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, March 
26, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 344-49, 





- Work and the Cross. (Vi sieto reso) 
April 3, 1960. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to a pilgrimage of workers from 
Naples and Campania: Praises their 
countryside; affirms concern for work- 
ers; discusses virtue and suffering as 
aids in difficulties; explains Passiontide; 
urges Cross and Commandments as safe- 
guards; states need to accept suffering. 
(Est. length: 1300 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
4-5, 1960. 





- Working Together. (Nous sommes 
heureux d’accueillir) April 12, 1960. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to the Public 
Health Committee of the Western Euro- 
pean Union: Praises international or- 
ganizations of humanitarian nature; 
cites aims of group; mentions work on 
cancer, polio; notes need of divine help, 
spiritual values. (Est. length: 500 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, April 
13, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 352-53. 
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. Strength from the Eucharist. (Les 
voix des hommes) April 16, 1960. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to members of 
the Eucharistic Movement of France: 
Comments on Holy Saturday, Easter 
Sunday; discusses Eucharist as source 
of strength; notes ill effects of neglect 
of Eucharist; urges groups dispel this 
neglect; links Psalm 23 to Eucharist; 
urges spread of devotion to Eucharist. 
(Est. length: 1200 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, April 
16, 1960. 


——. Problems of Migration. (C’est avec 
plaisir) May 7, 1960. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to the International Com- 
mittee on European Migrations: States 
interest of Church in migrations; dis- 
cusses effects of migration on family 
life; mentions value of training emi- 
grants; discusses worldwide effort to 
solve migration problems. (Est. length: 
850 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, May 
8, 1960. 





- To Missionary Bishops. (Jubilate 
Deo) May 8, 1960. Address of Pope 
John XXIII during consecration cere- 
monies for fourteen missionary bishops: 
Comments on act of episcopal consecra- 
tion; cites variety of origins of new bis- 
shops; mentions bishops’ tasks and soli- 
darity of missions; discusses unity of 
mankind and world troubles; describes 
spiritual unity of the Church. 
length: 1600 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, May 
9-10, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 466-69. 





. A Reflection of Divinity. (Jl Nous 
est bien) May 14, 1960. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to the International Union 
of Archaeologists, Historians, and Art 
Historians: Praises achievements; dis- 
cusses art and spiritual values; cites 
Church’s interest in culture; discusses 
art as reflection of divinity. (Est. length: 
900 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, May 
15, 1960. 


(Est. 
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. To Surgeons. (Vous voici rassem- 
blés) May 16, 1960. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to the International College 
of Surgeons: Recalls interest of Pius XII 
in medical science; praises international 
congresses; recalls own experience in 
hospitals; urges respect for personal dig- 
nity of the sick; cites Christ’s attitude 
toward healing; points to heavenly re- 
wards for works of mercy. (Est. length: 
950 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, May 
16-17, 1960. 





. The Canonization of Gregory Bar- 
barigo. (Eccoci trasferiti) May 26, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to a general 
audience on the occasion of the canoniza- 
tion of Gregory Barbarigo: Discusses 
own memories of seminary; praises char- 
ity of St. Vincent de Paul and St. Greg- 
ory Barbarigo; describes Barbarigo’s 
help to poor, his charity as bishop; dis- 
cusses need for spiritual education, Bar- 
barigo’s work as religious educator; dis- 
cusses need for vocations, qualities of 
good pastor; describes qualities of good 
seminary; praises Barbarigo’s work for 
seminary; describes his scholarly inter- 
ests; cites him as model pastor; dis- 
cusses perennial tasks of Church, of 
pastors. (Est. length: 4000 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, May 
27-28, 1960. 


——. Educators of Disturbed Children. 
(It Nous est) June 20, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to International Asso- 
ciation of Educators of Disturbed Youth: 
Discusses importance of health, physical 
and mental; describes professional and 
personal qualifications for educators of 
disturbed children; exhorts to continued 
efforts. (Est. length: 1100 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, June 
22, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 580-82. 





- On Devotion to the Precious Blood. 


(Inde a primis) June 30, 1960. Apostolic 
Letter of Pope John XXIII: States links 
among devotions to Holy Name, Sacred 
Heart, Precious Blood; discusses faith 
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as norm for liturgy; cites papal approval 
of the three devotions; urges increased 
devotion to Precious Blood; describes ef- 
ficacy of Holy Communion, devotion to 
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Precious Blood. (Est. 2500 


words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, July 2, 
1960; AAS 52 (1960) 545-50. 


length: 
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